
lesson 10 Agriculture
USING THE SACRAMENTO HISTORY ONLINE DATABASE

OVERVIEW
This  lesson introduces s tudents  to  the actual  Sacramento History Online col lect ion
(SHO) at  http: / /www.sacramentohis tory.org and provides  act ivi t ies  for  pract ic ing
database searches.  You can view or  pr int  most  images direct ly  as  a  JPEG f i le .
However,  some documents  in  the database are  in  Adobe Acrobat  PDF format  and
must  be viewed or  pr inted through an Acrobat  viewer.  In  Lesson 10,  s tudents  wi l l  use
the database materials  onl ine.

STUDENT OBJECTIVES
1.  Find a  specif ic  database record,  using a  Keyword search.
2.  Find a  specif ic  database record,  using a  Restr ic ted search.
3.  Use the SHO database to  f ind specif ic  his tor ical  information.

CALIFORNIA HISTORY STANDARDS 
This  lesson emphasizes  database search s t ra tegies  and how to use the SHO col lect ion
to f ind information about  agr icul ture ,  ra ther  than teaching specif ic  his tory content .

BACKGROUND ARTICLE 10 
Using the Sacramento History Online Database (page 10-4)

STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET 10 AND KEY
Using the Sacramento History Online Database (pages 10-5 and 10-6)

DOCUMENTS TO DISCUSS
The images below provide screen pr int  examples  of  keyword searches,  a  res t r ic ted search,  search
resul ts ,  and an individual  entry.

Screen 1.  
Main Menu

Screen 3.  Search Results   

Screen 2.  Keyword Search  (wheat)
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Screen 4.  2-Keyword Search                  Screen 5.  Search Results
(wheat  and harvest)

Screen 6.  2-Keyword Search                  Screen 7.  Search Results
(wheat  and harvest ,  rest r ic ted to  decade 1900-1909)

Screen 8.
Database Record 

INSTRUCTIONS
1.  Pr int  any of  the images shown above that  you wil l  use in  your  discussion,  as  wel l
as  Student Activity Sheet  and Key 10 .  (Label  the images above by their  number to
ident i fy  them in the instruct ions) .

2 .  Read Background Article  10 .  You may wish to  read i t  to  your  s tudents  or  pr int  i t
and have them read i t  by themselves .  Discuss  any quest ions that  they may have.

3.  Introduce s tudents  to  the SHO database by using pr intouts  f rom Lesson 9 and
from the images above.  Ask s tudents  what  kinds of  images they think might  be
included in  a  database about  t ransportat ion.
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4.  Using Screen 1 above or  the onl ine database ,  lead s tudents  through the process  of
using the database.  Star t  with the main menu at  http: / /www.sacramentohis tory.org .  

5 .  Show them the broad Agriculture Browse search but ton above the keyword entry
on the Home page.  The Browse search is  a lso avai lable  on the Browse page.

6.  Show students  how to use the but ton at  the top of  the screen to  go to  the Search
page.  With Screen 2 above or  the onl ine database,  show them the Keyword search
entry area.

7.  Enter  a  sample keyword.  (Screen 2)  (wheat) How many i tems are  re turned?
(Screen 3)

8.Discuss  how you can narrow the search by adding more keywords,  such as  harvest .
(Screen 4)  (wheat  harvest) How many i tems are  re turned? (Screen 5)

9.  To fur ther  narrow the search,  show students  how to rest r ic t  the resul ts  to  a
decade.  (1900-1909) (Screen 6) How many i tems are  re turned? (Screen 7)

10.  Show students  a  sample database record.(Screen 8) Ask them to f ind the
summary and date  f ie lds .  

11.  Give s tudents  Activity Sheet  10:  Using the Sacramento History Online
Database (page 10-5) .  Work through the f i rs t  quest ion together,  asking s tudents  how
they would begin to  search for  the answer using the SHO database.  After  they have
finished the act ivi ty,  discuss  their  answers  as  a  group.are  re turned? (or  searches
usual ly  re turn more hi ts) .

FOLLOW-UP
1.  Use the onl ine database to  f ind materials for a report on agricul ture .  Try your
own keyword and advanced searches.  Discover  what  types of  keywords are  most
useful  in  f inding mater ia ls  for  this  report .

2 .  Search the database for  one photograph related to  agr icul ture  that  you
part icular ly  l ike.  Pr int  the photograph.  Pretend that  you are  the photographer.  Wri te
a  s tory about  the day that  the photograph was taken,  what  the photo shows,  and why
you took i t

3 .  Search the database for  one piece of  ephemera related to  agr icul ture  that  you
part icular ly  l ike.  Pretend that  you are  the person who saved the i tem.  Wri te  a  s tory
about  the day that  you got  the i tem and why you saved i t  ins tead of  throwing i t
away.
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background 10     THE SACRAMENTO HISTORY ONLINE DATABASE

The Sacramento History Online col lect ion le ts  you
search for  mater ia ls  in  several  ways.  Once a  search is
completed,  the database displays a  set  of  records that
matches the search cr i ter ia .

Individual  Database Records
Most  database records include the fol lowing f ie lds:  Ti t le ,  Date ,  Descr ipt ion,
Subject(s) ,  Summary,  Owning Inst i tut ion,  Copyright ,  Cal l  Number,  and Fi l ing
Locat ion (within the inst i tut ion) .  Some records l is t  the date  of  the copy rather  than
the or iginal ,  so  you may also want  to  look for  pictures  for  a  cer ta in  t ime per iod by
adding a  decade l imiter  on the Search page.

Browse Search
The Agricul ture  images have been divided into seven broad topics  avai lable  on the
Home page,  the Browse page,  and other  pages with the Browse tabs  labeled
Transportat ion and Agricul ture :

Buildings
Equipment
Food
Land
Livestock
People
Miscel laneous

Keyword Search
A simple keyword search is  avai lable  on the main Search page.  To go to  the Search
page,  use the but ton at  the top of  the screen.  You can enter  one or  more keywords in
the search area.  The database wil l  look for  the keyword(s)  in  the t i t le ,  date ,  subject ,
or  summary f ie lds .

Restr icted Search
You can narrow a search by combining keywords with pre-determined categories:
Decade,  Topic  (agr icul ture  or  t ransportat ion) ,  Document  Type,  and Inst i tut ion.

********
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act iv i ty  sheet  10                                          ht tp : / /www.sacramentohis tory.org
USING THE SACRAMENTO HISTORY ONLINE DATABASE

Find the Category

1.  Buildings    3 .  Food    5 .  Livestock 
2.  Equipment  4 .  Land    6 .  People

Place the correct  category number by each i tem to show where you might f ind
the most  documents about the fol lowing subjects .   You may l ist  more than one.

a.  s team tractor                   e .  p ig

b.  dairy cow                     f .  f ie ld  of  hay

c.  cannery                         g .  plow

d.  recipe                           h .  farm family

Fi l l  in  the Answer
Use the Keywords search to f ind the answer in the database.

1.  What  is  the t i t le  of  one of  the entr ies  found by using the keyword orange?

2.  For  what  animal  disease did the Crump company make a  cure?

3.  What  kind of  farm equipment  did the Holt  company make?

4.  What  month was the Cal i fornia  State  Fair  held in  1902?   

5 .  What  grain did John McFarland grow on his  ranch?
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act iv i ty  sheet  10     
USING THE SACRAMENTO HISTORY ONLINE DATABASE

Find the Category

1.  Buildings      3 .  Food      5 .  Livestock  
2 .  Equipment    4 .  Land      6 .  People

Place the correct  category number by each i tem to show where you might f ind
the most  documents about the fol lowing subjects .   You may l ist  more than one.

       2        a.  s team tractor                         5        e.  pig

       5        b.  dairy cow                          4 ,  5     f .  f ie ld  of  hay

    1 ,  3       c.  cannery                                2       g.  plow

      3        d.  recipe                                  6       h.  farm family

Fi l l  in  the Answer
Use the Keywords search to f ind the answer in the database.

1.  What  is  the t i t le  of  one of  the entr ies  found by using the keyword orange?

 answers  wil l  vary 

2.  For  what  animal  disease did the Crump company make a  cure?

                                   hog cholera                                                            

3.  What  kind of  farm equipment  did the Holt  company make?

           farm equipment,  tractors ,  harvesters ,  tract ion engine                     

4.  What  month was the Cal i fornia  State  Fair  held in  1902?        September

5.  What  grain did John McFarland grow on his  ranch?

                                       wheat                                                                
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