
lesson 15 Agr icu l ture
CLUBS, FAIRS,  AND SHOWS 

OVERVIEW
This  lesson provides  a  br ief  overview of  some of  the ways that  agr icul tural  advances
and achievements  were shared and celebrated.  In  Lesson 7,  s tudents  use the
Sacramento History Online database at  ht tp: / /www.sacramentohis tory.org.

STUDENT OBJECTIVES
1.  Ident i fy  agr icul tural  act ivi t ies  that  were avai lable  to  chi ldren in  the ear ly  1900s.
2.  Explain the purpose of  c i t rus  fa i rs ,  and descr ibe the types of  exhibi ts  that  

were displayed.
3.  Compare and contrast  Cal i fornia  fa i rs  in  the 1800s and 1900s with modern fairs .
4 .  Use the SHO database to  f ind specif ic  his tor ical  information.

CALIFORNIA HISTORY STANDARDS
4.4.5 California's  r ise  as  an agricultural  and industrial  power

BACKGROUND ARTICLE 15
Automobiles  in the Sacramento Valley  (page 15-5)

STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET 15 AND KEY
Automobiles   (pages 15-6 and 15-7)

DOCUMENTS TO DISCUSS
The documents  below relate  to  agr icul tural  c lubs,  fa i rs ,  and shows.  
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2.  California State
Fair button 
[1902]   
A button badge worn on
the lapel ,  features  sheep,
pigs ,  cat t le ,  and horses
on the top and frui ts  and
vegetables  on the bot tom.

1.  Jersey Calf  Club
of Galt  takes
del ivery of  calves
[1920]     
Two boys and two gir ls
taking del ivery of  four
calves  to  ra ise  for  the
Jersey Calf  Club of  Gal t .

4.  Pavi l ion of  the
State Agricultural
Society
[ca .  1912]  
This  larger  pavi l ion was
the next  home of  the
State  Fair.

3.  Agricultural  Hall
[1859]  
This  br ick bui lding at
6th and M streets  in
Sacramento became the
off ic ia l  s i te  of  the
Cal i fornia  State  Fair.

http://www.sacramentohistory.org


INSTRUCTIONS
1.  Pr int  any of  the images and PDF f i les  shown above that  you wil l  use in  your
discussion,  as  wel l  as  Student Activity Sheet  and Key 15 .  (Label  the images above
by their  number to  ident i fy  them in the instruct ions) .

2 .  Read Background Article  15 .  Read i t  to  your  s tudents  or  pr int  i t  and have them
read i t  themselves .   Discuss  any quest ions that  they may have.

3.  Show and discuss  Document 1,  Jersey Calf  Club of  Galt  takes del ivery of
calves .  Explain that  the chi ldren in  the picture  are  being given the calves  to  ra ise .
Ask s tudents  why the chi ldren would be given calves .  What  jobs do they think
would be involved in  ra is ing a  calf?  Find out  i f  anyone in  your  c lass  belongs to  a
club such as  4-H.  What  kind of  act ivi t ies  does their  c lub sponsor? Find out  i f  any of
your  s tudents  have exhibi ted something at  a  fa i r  or  ra ised a  l ivestock animal .  I f  so,
have them descr ibe the experience.

4.  Ask s tudents  which of  the documents  in  the set  is  an example of  ephemera.  They
should be able  to  ident i fy  the souvenir  but ton.  Show and discuss  Document 2,
California State Fair button .  The but ton can be cal led ephemera because i t
probably was not  intended to  be saved for  many years .  Have s tudents  calculate  the
age of  the 1902 but ton.  (at  least  101 years) Ask students  i f  they have saved any
souvenir  but tons from modern events .

5 .  Document 3,  Agricultural  Hall ,  Sacramento and Document 4,  Pavi l ion of  the
State Agricultural  Society .  Tel l  s tudents  that  these bui ldings were bui l t  for  the
Cal i fornia  State  Fair  in  Sacramento.  Have them decide which pavi l ion was bui l t
f i rs t .  How was the newer pavi l ion different?  I f  any of  your  s tudents  have been to
the current  State  Fair  locat ion,  have them descr ibe how the s i te  looks today and
what  type of  act ivi t ies  are  avai lable .

6 .  Document 5,  Citrus Fair display and Document 6,  Sacramento County exhibit
at  the Northern Citrus Fair .  Ask s tudents  to  decide what  mater ia ls  were used to
create  the displays in  the photos .  (oranges) Discuss  what  might  be seen at  a  c i t rus
fair,  why they were s tar ted,  and why people  enjoyed them.
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6.  Sacramento
County exhibit  at
the Northern
Citrus Fair
[1893]     
I l lustrat ion from front
page of  the January 28,
1893 issue of  the Pacif ic
Rural  Press .  The
Northern Citrus  Fair  was
held at  the Mechanics '
Inst i tute  pavi l ion in  San
Francisco.

5.  Citrus Fair
display
[1891]
Oranges on display at
the Citrus  Fair,
Marysvi l le ,  1891.  



Ask i f  any of  your  s tudents  have at tended a  modern fair  where frui ts  and vegetables
were used to  bui ld  displays.  I f  so,  have them descr ibe what  they saw.  Read the
ar t ic le  in  Document  6 ,  which discusses  the appropriateness  of  a  ra i l road theme to
represent  Sacramento County at  the 1893 Citrus  Fair.  Do the s tudents  agree with the
ar t ic le 's  author? Would this  theme s t i l l  be  appropriate  today? What  other  displays
could be constructed of  oranges to  represent  Sacramento County or  your  own county.
Ask s tudents  what  they think the author  means by the  dire  i l ls  [ that  would take
place]  i f  the  orange horse should take on the funct ions of  the iron horse whose
semblance he assumes?

7.  Search the Sacramento History Online database together  using the keyword and
advanced searches,  or  le t  s tudents  explore  the database independent ly.  What  other
fair  displays can they discover?

8.  Give s tudents  Activity Sheet  15:   Clubs,  Fairs ,  and Shows (page 15-7) .  After
they have completed the act ivi ty,  discuss  their  answers  as  a  group.

FOLLOW-UP
1.  Find out  more about  what  types of  fa i rs  have been held in  your  community.  I f
there  was a  c i t rus  fa i r,  f ind out  what  years  i t  was held and what  type of  displays
were exhibi ted.

2.  Imagine that  you at tended the Marysvi l le  Ci t rus  Fair  in  1891 or  the Cal i fornia
State  Fair  in  1902.  Write a postcard or letter to  a  f r iend descr ibing what  you saw
there.

3.  Design a display for  a  c i t rus  fa i r  that  represents  your  community.  Determine the
size of  your  display and est imate  how many oranges or  other  f rui ts  would be
required.  Bui ld  a  scale  model  or  make a  drawing of  your  display. (Colored press-on
dots  could be used to  represent  oranges) .  Have a  mini- fair with your  c lassmates ,  and
wri te  an account  of  the fai r  as  i f  you were a  reporter  of  the day.

4.  Make a poster for  a  c i t rus  fa i r  or  State  Fair.  You can see his tor ical  examples  f rom
the Cal i fornia  State  Library Foundat ion at  (ht tp: / /www.cslfdn.org/exhibi ts .html) .

REFERENCES AND RESOURCES
Jel inek,  L.J .  Harvest  empire:  a  his tory of  Cal i fornia agricul ture .

San Francisco,  CA: Boyd and Fraser  Publ ishing Company,  1979.

15-3

http://www.cslfdn.org/exhibits.html


RELATED LINKS
California Farm Bureau Federation History
(ht tp: / /www.cfbf .com/about / fbhis tory.htm)

California Farm Bureau Federation History -  60th Anniversary
(ht tp: / /www.scif .com/60th/his tory.htm)

California State Fair history
(ht tp: / /bigfun.org/html/his tory.asp)

California State Library Foundation posters
includes examples  f rom the Cal i fornia  State  Fair  and Nat ional  Orange Show
(ht tp: / /www.cslfdn.org/exhibi ts .html)

The History of  Citrus Fair
Cloverdale ,  CA, Histor ical  Society
(ht tp: / /www.cloverdalehis tor icalsociety.org/ci t rusfair / )

The Origins of  the California State Fair
(ht tp: / /www.capi tolmuseum.ca.gov/vir tual tours/park/html/ l inks/ l ink30.html)
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background 15      CLUBS, FAIRS,  AND SHOWS

Agricultural  c lubs .  Around the turn of  the twent ie th  century,
boys and gir ls  c lubs (sometime cal led industr ia l  c lubs)  were
establ ished to  promote educat ion for  chi ldren l iving in  rural
areas .  Industr ia l  c lubs sponsored fairs  that  gave chi ldren a
chance to  show the resul ts  of  farm projects .  4-H clubs have their
roots  in  these ear ly  organizat ions.  

In  many communit ies ,  4-H clubs grew out  of  the Cooperat ive Extension Service,
establ ished by the U.S.  Department  of  Agricul ture  (USDA) and land-grant  col leges ,
including the Universi ty  of  Cal i fornia .  The Cooperat ive Extension Service was
created in  1914 by the Smith-Lever  Act  and began to  sponsor  gir ls  and boys clubs,
al though the name 4-H was not  used unt i l  1918.

The extension service was organized to  improve l i fe  on family farms in  rural  areas .
Before providing educat ional  services  to  a  community,  including club sponsorship,
the Cooperat ive Extension Service required that  count ies  es tabl ish a  Farm Bureau.
Yolo County was one of  the f i rs t  to  qual i fy  and take advantage of  the new programs
offered.

Typical  c lub act ivi t ies  included rais ing a  calf  or  pig,  sewing,  or  growing a  vegetable
garden,  with boys and gir ls  having separate  c lubs.  (The photo of  the boy with the pig
in this  ar t ic le  was taken at  the Cal i fornia  State  Fair  in  1920) .  4-H club members  a lso
raised and canned food during World War I .  Many industr ia l  and 4-H clubs were
connected to  schools  and were establ ished to  make educat ion more pract ical  in
farming areas .  Both the extension service and the boys and gir ls  c lubs were
important  in  introducing new farm technologies .  Another  agr icul tural  c lub,  the
Future  Farmers  of  America,  was founded in  the 1920s.

Citrus Fairs .  The f i rs t  c i t rus  fa i r  was held in  1879 in  Riverside,
in  Southern Cal i fornia .  These fairs  became popular  events  to
show off  Cal i fornia  produce and promote agricul tural
development .  Although they were cal led ci trus  or  orange shows ,
these events  usual ly  featured a  var ie ty  of  other  farm products ,
including apples ,  walnuts ,  a lmonds,  and wine.  Growers ,  packers ,
and dis t r ibutors ,  as  wel l  as  the general  publ ic ,  were encouraged
to at tend.  

Displays at  the f i rs t  Rivers ide fair  celebrated the Washington Navel  Orange,  a  c i t rus
variety that  had been introduced to  Cal i fornia  s ix  years  ear l ier.  This  f i rs t  fa i r  was so
successful  that  i t  became an annual  event ,  and other  communit ies  s tar ted their  own,
including Los Angeles .  The f i rs t  San Bernadino Orange Show was held in  1889.  In
1911,  i t  became the very popular  Nat ional  Orange Show, which is  s t i l l  held every
year.
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Citrus  fa i rs  were not  l imited to  Southern Cal i fornia .  One was held in  Marysvi l le  in
1891.  The $200 grand pr ize  was awarded to  the Orovi l le  Ci ty  Associat ion for  the
Thermali to  Ci t rus  Colony,  which had been created in  the 1880s by a  group of
businessmen.  Pr izes  were also given for  other  f rui ts  including prunes and rais ins .
The Cloverdale  Ci t rus  Fair,  which began in  1892,  grew from a county fair  and is  s t i l l
an annual  event .

In  1890,  Charles  Howard Shinn descr ibed the 1889 Orovi l le  Ci t rus  Fair  in  this  way:
Counties  of  the State  have held many and very beaut i ful  c i trus  fairs ,  but  i t  i s  only  of
late  years  that  the central  count ies  have had the oranges to  exhibi t .  This  Orovi l le
fair,  however,  was held in  a  large canvas pavi l ion,  under [ the]  bluest  of  Cal i fornia
skies .  There were chrysanthemums,  roses ,  l i l ies ,  sweet  peas,  fresh from the gardens,
and wild f lowers  gathered from the forests .  Oranges are displayed in  wagon loads
and among other  exhibi ts  of  the season were r ipe raspberries ,  s trawberries ,  melons,
peppers  and tomatoes,  besides  green peas and new potatoes .  (Shinn,  H.S.  Outing ,
15:4,  January,  p .2)

The Sacramento History col lect ion includes photos  f rom several  different  c i t rus
fairs .  These images show how the arrangements  of  f rui ts  in  the displays became
increasingly elaborate .  For  example,  a  s team locomotive bui l t  out  of  oranges was the
highl ight  of  the 1902 San Francisco Citrus  Fair.  Some fairs  a l lowed schools  and
community groups as  wel l  as  growers  to  enter  the competi t ion.  Some also al lowed
entrants  to  incorporate  other  food i tems,  besides  oranges,  into their  displays.
According to  the current  rules  for  the Cloverdale  Ci t rus  Fair,  d isplays must  use at
least  1 ,080 frui ts ,  half  of  them oranges.

California State Fair .  In  1852,  the Cal i fornia  State  legis la ture
establ ished the Cal i fornia  State  Agricul tural  Society.  Two years
later,  San Francisco was the s i te  of  the f i rs t  Cal i fornia  State  Fair.
The fair  locat ion was changed every year  for  several  years  so that
people  f rom al l  over  the s ta te  could at tend.  However,  Sacramento
eventual ly  became the permanent  s i te ,  and an Agricul tural  Hal l
was bui l t  a t  6th and M Streets .  In  the 1880s,  a  much bigger
pavi l ion was bui l t  for  the fai r  in  the Capi tol  park area of
Sacramento.  I t  was the largest  bui lding in  Cal i fornia  a t  the t ime.

In the f i rs t  decade of  the twent ie th  century,  the Pavi l ion was torn down,  and the fair
moved to  a  new locat ion in  Sacramento,  on Stockton Boulevard.  In  1967,  the Fair
moved to  i ts  current  locat ion at  Cal  Expo.  Over  the years ,  the Fair  has  included
agricul tural  displays,  county exhibi ts ,  l ivestock shows,  horse racing,  f ine ar ts  shows,
auto racing,  and even s taged locomotive crashes.  A carnival  was added around 1917.
According to  the State  Fair ’s  web s i te  (ht tp: / /bigfun.org/html/his tory.asp) ,  the 1854
displays included 2-inch long peanuts ,  72-pound beets ,  and a 10-pound carrot
measuring three feet  long .  

********
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act iv i ty  sheet  15                                          ht tp : / /www.sacramentohis tory.org
CLUBS, FAIRS,  AND SHOWS

I .  What ’s  Going on Here?
Find the image with a keyword or advanced search.  Put the correct  letter
by the name of  each event,  and f i l l  in  the missing dates .

 image event date

1.             Cal i fornia State Fair

2.             Fourth of  July Parade in Galt                   

3.             Marysvi l le  Citrus Fair

4.  Thanksgiving Citrus Fair

I I .  What  Did You Do at  the Ci t rus Fai r?
Look at  images of  the Marysvi l le  and Thanksgiving Citrus Fairs  in the database
and choose your favorite .  Write  about the fair,  imagining that  you are one of  the
fol lowing:  a  grower,  vis i tor from another state  or country,  newspaper reporter,
chi ld from a farm, or chi ld from the city.

Who are you? 

Which event did you attend?

Did you have a display there? If  so,  describe i t .  I f  not ,  then describe
your favorite  display.

BONUS:  Make an ad for the event you chose on the back of  this  paper or on a
separate sheet .  Include a picture of  i t  and why someone should attend i t .

15-7

a. b. c . d.

http://www.sacramentohistory.org


act iv i ty  sheet  15       
CLUBS, FAIRS,  AND SHOWS

I .  What ’s  Going on Here?
Find the image with a keyword or advanced search.  Put the correct  letter
by the name of  each event,  and f i l l  in  the missing dates .

 image event date

     c    1.             Cal i fornia State Fair       1920    

     d    2.             Fourth of  July Parade in Galt                        1920    

     b    3.             Marysvi l le  Citrus Fair       1891    

     a    4.  Thanksgiving Citrus Fair       1902    

I I .  What  Did You Do at  the Ci t rus Fai r?
Look at  images of  the Marysvi l le  and Thanksgiving Citrus Fairs  in the database
and choose your favorite .  Write  about the fair,  imagining that  you are one of  the
fol lowing:  a  grower,  vis i tor from another state  or country,  newspaper reporter,
chi ld from a farm, or chi ld from the city.

Who are you? 

Which event did you attend?

Did you have a display there? If  so,  describe i t .  I f  not ,  then describe
your favorite  display.

BONUS:  Make an ad for the event you chose on the back of  this  paper or on a
separate sheet .  Include a picture of  i t  and why someone should attend i t .
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