
lesson 1 Transportat ion 
INTRODUCING THE SACRAMENTO HISTORY ONLINE COLLECTION

OVERVIEW
This  lesson introduces s tudents  to  the documents  in  the Sacramento History Online
Collect ion (SHO) at  http: / /www.sacramentohis tory.org and the role  of  pr imary
sources  in  understanding his tory.  I t  focuses  on how mater ia ls  that  have survived
from the past  can be used to  reconstruct  the s tory of  how a community has  changed
over  t ime.  Before using the database with your  c lass ,  take some t ime to  browse the
SHO col lect ion onl ine to  get  an overview of  the types of  documents  that  are
included.  (These lessons use the term document  to  refer  to  any of  the i tems in  the
database,  including photographs) .  You can view or  pr int  most  s ingle  images direct ly
as  a  JPEG f i le .  However,  some documents  are  in  Adobe Acrobat  PDF format  and
must  be viewed or  pr inted with Acrobat  Reader.  Lesson 1 does not  require  s tudents
to  work onl ine.

STUDENT OBJECTIVES
1.  Descr ibe the differences between a  pr imary source and a  textbook.
2.  Give several  examples  of  the types of  documents  that  are  in  the SHO col lect ion.
3.  Categorize a  group of  i tems according to  their  document  type.
4.  Lis t  modern ephemera that  might  offer  c lues  about  your  own community.

CALIFORNIA HISTORY STANDARDS
This  lesson emphasizes  database search s t ra tegies  and how to use the col lect ion to
f ind information about  t ransportat ion rather  than teaching specif ic  his tory content .

BACKGROUND ARTICLE 1
The Sacramento History Online Collect ion (pages 1-5 and 1-6)

STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET 1 AND KEY
Introducing the Sacramento History Online Collect ion (pages 1-7 and 1-8)

DOCUMENTS TO DISCUSS (v iew onl ine or  pr in t )
The documents  shown below provide examples  of  the different  document  types in  the SHO col lect ion,
including books,  ephemera,  manuscr ipts ,  maps,  photographs,  postcards ,  pr ints ,  and technical
drawings.

Books  Manuscripts  
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2.  Correspondence
signed by Mark
Hopkins [1868]
Let ter  dated March 10,
1868,  s igned by Mark
Hopkins,  one of  Big
Four investors  in  the
Central  Pacif ic  Rai l road.  

1.  Hardware,  farm
implements  and
vehicles;  The
Thomson-Diggs Co.
[1900-1909]
Light  Surrey.   Page from 
a catalog of  buggies ,
wagons,  surreys,
harnesses ,  tops,  and
other  par ts .

http://www.sacramentohistory.org


Photographs

Ephemera

Maps Postcards
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3.  Theodore Judah
[1848]
Daguerreotye of  ra i l road
engineer  who played a
key role  in  convincing
investors  and eventual ly
the government  to  bui ld
the Transcont inental
Rai l road.    

4.  Central  Pacif ic
Pacif ic  Railroad
steam locomotive
No.  1  [ca .  1867]
Stereograph showing
the  f i rs t  locomotive of
the Central  Pacif ic
Rai l road.      

5.  Steamboat Linda
[1850]
Broadside advert is ing
for  f re ight  and
passengers  to  t ravel  on
the Linda.  

6.  Railroad t icket
[1871]
Ticket  issued joint ly  by
the Union Pacif ic  and
Central  Pacif ic
Rai l roads for  t ravel
between Omaha and San
Francisco.  

7.  Dance card 
[1912]
Dance card for  a  bal l  by
several  organizat ions,
including the Brotherhood
of  Locomotive Firemen
and Enginemen Cal i fornia
Lodge No.  260.  Shows
penci l  a t tached to  card.

8.  Map of  the city
of  Sacramento
[1874]
Map from Ormando
Will is  Gray,  Gray's
At las  of  the United
States .

9.  Horse-drawn
delivery wagon -  
N Street  [ca .  1900]
A wagon hauls  i ts  load
past  the Cal i fornia  State
Capi tol  bui lding on N
Street  in  Sacramento.



Prints Technical  Documents

INSTRUCTIONS
1.  Pr int  any of  the images and PDF fi les  shown above that  you wil l  use in  your
discussion,  as  wel l  as  Student Activity Sheet  1  and Key .

2 .  Read Background Article  1 .  You may wish to  read i t  to  your  s tudents  or  have
them read i t  by themselves .   Discuss  any quest ions that  they may have.

3.  Introduce s tudents  to  the SHO Collect ion by using pr intouts  of  the documents
above or  by showing them several  records f rom the onl ine database.  

4 .  Ask s tudents  to  look at  some of  the different  documents  (pr inted or  onl ine) .  Can
they te l l  how the i tems are  re la ted? (age,  locat ion,  subject)

5.  Tel l  the s tudents  that  the Sacramento History Online websi te  has  documents
related to  the his tory of  Sacramento and Sacramento County from 1849-1929.  Many
of these mater ia ls  are  pr imary sources .

6 .  Explain the term primary sources .  Discuss  how primary sources  differ  f rom
textbooks and modern books wri t ten about  a  his tor ical  t ime per iod.

7.  Discuss  each of  the document  types and ask s tudents  to  give examples  of  each.
(books,  ephemera,  manuscripts ,  maps,  photographs,  postcards,  prints ,  and technical
drawings )

8 .  To discuss  ephemera:   Ask students  what  they think the word ephemera might
mean.  Do they know any other  words that  sound s imilar?  The word ephemera re la tes
to objects  that  are  ephemeral .  The term ephemeral  means something that  las ts  only a
short  t ime (or iginal ly  i t  meant  las t ing only a  day) .  Once s tudents  understand the
concept ,  ask i f  any of  them have i tems in  their  family that  camefrom another  t ime
period,  something not  necessar i ly  intended to  have las t ing value,  e .g .  a  t icket ,  an old
postcard from a relat ive,  a  pol i t ical  but ton,  a  newspaper  c l ipping) .  Do any of  them
have a  scrapbook? What  kinds of  things do they save? What  is  of ten thrown away?

9.  Give s tudents  Activity Sheet  1:   Introducing the Sacramento History Online
Collect ion (page 1-7) .  After  they have f inished the act ivi ty,  discuss  their  answers  as
a  group.
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10.  Inundation of
the State Capitol ,
City of  Sacramento
[1862]
J Street  from the Levee
shows f looded s t reet
with row boats .

11.  Plan and end
elevation of
proposed 60 ft .
baggage car for the
carrying of  bicycles
on local  train 
[1895]



FOLLOW-UP
1.  Search the SHO collect ion to  f ind other  examples  of  each type of  document ,
using keyword or  advanced searches.

2.  Make a personal  scrapbook to  s tar t  saving i tems that  might  be of  interest  to  you
or  to  someone in  the future .

3 .  Make a l ist of  mater ia ls  of  the different  document  types that  would te l l  someone
in the future  about  your  community.  What  things should be shown in photographs in
order  for  them to be included? What  maps should be included? What  ephemera?

4.  Make a community scrapbook containing i tems that  document  your  own
geographical  area.

REFERENCES AND RESOURCES
Edinger,  Monica.  Seeking his tory,  teaching with primary sources  in  grades 4-6 .  

Portsmouth,  NH: Heinemann,  2000.   ( includes a  CD-ROM).
Noren,  Cather ine.   The way we looked,  the meaning and magic of  family  

photographs .   New York:  Lodestar  Books,  1983.

RELATED LINKS
The Learning Page,  American Memory Collect ions,  Library of  Congress
(ht tp: / /memory. loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/ index.html)

The Daguerreian Society:  A History of  the Daguerreotype
(ht tp: / /www.daguerre .org/resource/his tory/his tory.html)

A Brief  History of  Daguerreotypy
(ht tp: / /nmaa-ryder.s i .edu/col lect ions/exhibi ts /secrets /secrets_his tory.html)

Stereoviews of  the Nineteenth Century
(ht tp: / /www.geoci t ies .com/Heart land/5873/)

Viewing a Stereograph (without a viewer)
(ht tp: / /www.jrsdesign.net /cross_paral le l_viewing.html)  
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background 1      THE SACRAMENTO HISTORY ONLINE COLLECTION

The Sacramento History Online (SHO) Collect ion is  a  digi ta l
database of  pr imary sources  for  s tudying his tory.  Pr imary
sources  include documents ,  paint ings,  photographs,  le t ters ,
newspapers ,  and other  mater ia ls  that  or iginate  in  a  specif ic  t ime
period and usual ly  are  not  accounts  reconstructed at  a  la ter  date .
In  this  col lect ion,  pr imary sources  are  categorized as  books,
ephemera,  manuscr ipts ,  maps,  photographs,  postcards ,  pr ints ,
and technical  drawings.

Books include books,  per iodicals ,  and other  publ icat ions.  In  some cases ,  an ent i re
document  is  included as  a  PDF f i le .  In  others ,  an image may be a  s ingle  i l lustrat ion
from a book.  Because the col lect ion includes mater ia ls  f rom four  different
organizat ions,  you may f ind some var ia t ions in  the way mater ia ls  are  categorized by
type and subject .

Ephemera include miscel laneous i tems such as  broadsheets ,  brochures ,  business
cards ,  dance cards ,  l icense plates ,  menus,  schedules ,  and t ickets .  Broadsheets  are
f lyers  or  posters  that  might  have announced an event  or  schedule .  Ephemera is  a
term for  mater ia ls  that  are  not  usual ly  saved or  even meant  to  be permanent  but  that
have managed to  survive the years ,  perhaps in  someone’s  scrapbook.  Ephemera
might  include a  t ra in  t icket ,  menu,  dance card,  or  souvenir  but ton.  Dance cards
were used to  wri te  the names of  men who would be a  woman’s  par tner  for  a  specif ic
dance.  They of ten l is ted the names of  the tunes to  be played and had a  l ine for  a
man to  s ign his  name.

Manuscripts include le t ters ,  business  records,  and personal  records that  were not
off ic ia l ly  publ ished documents .

Maps range from local  s t reet  maps showing t ransportat ion systems,  such as  e lectr ic
rai lways,  to  c i ty  planning maps,  ra i l  and s teamer routes ,  and touris t  maps.

Photographs include photographic  pr ints  and s tereographs.  At  least  two of  the
images are  ear ly  daguerreotypes,  named af ter  the French inventor,  Daguerre ,  who
developed a  process  that  used s i lver-plated copper  sheets  t reated with iodine to
make them l ight  sensi t ive.  Daguerreotypes were popular  in  the 1840s and 1850s.

In the ear ly  days of  photography,  photos  were of ten taken outs ide or  in  s tudios  with
professional  l ight ing,  because of  the long exposure to  l ight  required by photography
techniques of  the day.  This  need for  l ight  meant  that  i t  could take longer  to  take a
picture  than i t  does  now. Both the camera and the subjects  had to  s tay very s t i l l  to
avoid a  blurry picture .  Advancements  such as  the box camera and high-speed f i lm
eventual ly  led to  famil ies  having their  own cameras  and to  more informal  photos
that  did not  require  s tudio l ight ing.

1-5



Stereographs were photos  designed for  use in  a  s tereopt icon.  
Two side-by-side photos  were viewed through an eyepiece.  
The card was placed in  a  holder  several  inches from the
viewer ’s  eye.  The resul t  was intended to  appear  three-
dimensional .  Viewing s tereographs was a  popular  enter ta inment
in the la t ter  half  of  the 19th century.  

Postcards were popular  in  the la te  1800s and are  s t i l l  used today.  Some people  may
save a  postcard from a fr iend or  re la t ive or  even col lect  postcards  as  a  hobby.

Prints include l i thographs and drawings.  Li thographs are  made in  a  process  that
involves  drawing an image on a  s tone.  Some of  the images included were pr inted as
posters  or  other  advert is ing publ icat ions.  Many of  the pr ints  show specif ic  s t reets
and business  in  Sacramento in  the 1800s.

Technical  Drawings include archi tectural  and engineer ing drawings.

********
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act iv i ty  sheet  1  Transportat ion
INTRODUCING THE SACRAMENTO HISTORY ONLINE COLLECTION

Find the Document Type

a.  Book           c .  Manuscript   e .  Photograph g.  Print
b.  Ephemera   d.  Map                f .  Postcard        h .  Technical  drawing

Place the correct  letter by each i tem to show its  document type:

1.  document  that  shows al l  the s t reets  of  your  neighborhood

2.  l i thograph of  a  ra i l road locomotive

3.  diagram showing how to bui ld  a  ship

4.  daguerreotype of  Abraham Lincoln

5.  book report  you wrote  a t  school

6.  t icket  to  the San Francisco Giants  game.

7.  s tereograph of  a  horse pul l ing a  wagon

8.  pamphlet  publ ished by the Chamber of  Commerce

9.  something to  send to  f r iends to  te l l  them about  your  vacat ion

10.  grocery s tore  coupon

Modern Ephemera
Think of  three i tems from today that  might  of ten be thrown away.  
Give an example of  what  each i tem might  te l l  someone in  the future  about  l i fe  today.
For  instance,  the Giants  t icket  l is ted above might  te l l  someone which sports  teams
played on a  cer ta in  date ,  where they played,  and how much a  basebal l  t icket  cost .

Item   What Someone in the Future Could Learn

1.   

2 .   

3 .   
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act iv i ty  sheet  1  Transportat ion
INTRODUCING THE SACRAMENTO HISTORY ONLINE COLLECTION

Find the Document Type

a.  Book           c .  Manuscript   e .  Photograph g.  Print
b.  Ephemera   d.  Map                f .  Postcard        h .  Technical  drawing

Place the correct  letter by each i tem to show its  document type:

        d        1.  document  that  shows al l  the s t reets  of  your  neighborhood

        g        2.  l i thograph of  a  ra i l road locomotive

        h        3.  diagram showing how to bui ld  a  ship

        e        4.  daguerreotype of  Abraham Lincoln

        c        5.  book report  you wrote  a t  school

        b        6.  t icket  to  the San Francisco Giants  game

        e        7.  s tereograph of  a  horse pul l ing a  wagon

        a        8.  pamphlet  publ ished by the Chamber of  Commerce

        f        9.  something to  send to  f r iends to  te l l  them about  your  vacat ion

        b       10.  grocery s tore  coupon

Modern Ephemera
Think of  three i tems from today that  might  of ten be thrown away.  
Give an example of  what  each i tem might  te l l  someone in  the future  about  l i fe  today.
For  instance,  the Giants  t icket  l is ted above might  te l l  someone which sports  teams
played on a  cer ta in  date ,  where they played,  and how much a  basebal l  t icket  cost .

Item   What Someone in the Future Could Learn

1.   answers wil l                         answer wil l  vary but  may relate  to         
vary                            a  date ,  cost ,  subject ,  format ,  locat ion

2.   

3 .   
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lesson 2 Transportat ion
USING THE SACRAMENTO HISTORY ONLINE DATABASE

OVERVIEW
This  lesson introduces s tudents  to  the actual  Sacramento History Online col lect ion
(SHO) at  http: / /www.sacramentohis tory.org and provides  act ivi t ies  for  pract ic ing
database searches.  You can view or  pr int  most  images direct ly  as  a  JPEG f i le .
However,  some documents  in  the database are  in  Adobe Acrobat  PDF format  and
must  be viewed or  pr inted through an Acrobat  viewer.  In  Lesson 2,  s tudents  wi l l  use
the database materials  onl ine.

STUDENT OBJECTIVES
1.  Find a  specif ic  database record,  using a  Keyword search.
2.  Find a  specif ic  database record,  using a  Restr ic ted search.
3.  Use the SHO database to  f ind specif ic  his tor ical  information.

CALIFORNIA HISTORY STANDARDS 
This  lesson emphasizes  database search s t ra tegies  and how to use the SHO
collect ion,  ra ther  than specif ic  his tory content .

BACKGROUND ARTICLE 2 
Using the Sacramento History Online Database (page 2-4)

STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET 2 AND KEY
Using the Sacramento History Online Database (pages 2-5 and 2-6)

DOCUMENTS TO DISCUSS
The images below provide screen pr int  examples  of  keyword searches,  a  res t r ic ted search,  search
resul ts ,  and an individual  entry.

Screen 1.  
Main Menu

Screen 3.  Search Results   

Screen 2.  Keyword Search (boat)

2-1
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Screen 4.  2-Keyword Search                  Screen 5.  Search Results
(s team and boat)

Screen 6.  2-Keyword Search                  Screen 7.  Search Results
(s team and boat ,  rest r ic ted to  decade 1850-1859)

Screen 8.
Database Record 

INSTRUCTIONS
1.  Pr int  any of  the images shown above that  you wil l  use in  your  discussion,  as  wel l
as  Student Activity Sheet  2  and Key 2 .

2 .   Read Background Article  2 .  You may wish to  read i t  to  your  s tudents  or  pr int  i t
and have them read i t  by themselves .  Discuss  any quest ions that  they may have.

3.  Introduce s tudents  to  the SHO database by using pr intouts  f rom Lesson 1 and
from the images above.  Ask s tudents  what  kinds of  images they think might  be
included in  a  database about  t ransportat ion.
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4.  Using Screen 1 above or  the onl ine database ,  lead s tudents  through the process  of
using the database.  Star t  with the main menu at  http: / /www.sacramentohis tory.org .  

5 .  Show them the broad Transportation Browse search but ton above the keyword
entry on the Home page.  The Browse search is  a lso avai lable  on the Browse page.

6.  Show students  how to use the but ton at  the top of  the screen to  go to  the Search
page.  With Screen 2 above or  the onl ine database,  show them the Keyword search
entry area.

7.  Enter  a  sample keyword.  (Screen 2)(boat)  How many i tems are  re turned? 
(Screen 3)

8.  Discuss  how you can narrow the search by adding more keywords,  such as  s team .
(Screen 4)  (s team boat) How many i tems are  re turned? (Screen 5)  What terms for
boats  powered by s team might  be used as  keywords? (paddlewheel ,  s teamboat ,
r iverboat)

9.  To fur ther  narrow the search,  show students  how to rest r ic t  the resul ts  to  a  decade
(1850-1859) .  (Screen 6) How many i tems are  re turned? (Screen 7) How many i tems
do s tudents  think would be returned by leaving the decade as  1850-1859 but
changing the keyword to  automobile? (none) Why? Which decades do s tudents  think
might  include automobiles? (The earl ies t  autos  in  the SHO database are from 1900-
1909.)

10.  Show students  a  sample database record.  (Screen 8) Ask them to f ind the
summary and date  f ie lds .  

11.  Give s tudents  Activity Sheet  2:  Using the Sacramento History Online
Database (page 2-5) . Work through the f i rs t  quest ion together,  asking s tudents  how
they would begin to  search for  the answer using the SHO database.  After  they have
finished the act ivi ty,  discuss  their  answers  as  a  group.

FOLLOW-UP
1.  Use the onl ine database to  f ind mater ia ls  for  a  report  on t ransportat ion.  Try your
own keyword and advanced searches.  Discover  what  types of  keywords are  most
useful  in  f inding mater ia ls  for  this  report .

2 .  Search the database for  one photograph that  you par t icular ly  l ike.  Pr int  the
photograph.  Pretend that  you are  the photographer.  Wri te  a  s tory about  the day that
the photograph was taken,  what  the photo shows,  and why you took i t .

3 .  Search the database for  one piece of  ephemera that  you par t icular ly  l ike.  Pretend
that  you are  the person who saved the i tem.  Wri te  a  s tory about  the day that  you got
the i tem and why you saved i t  ins tead of  throwing i t  away.

2-3
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background 2     THE SACRAMENTO HISTORY ONLINE DATABASE

The Sacramento History Online col lect ion le ts  you
search for  mater ia ls  in  several  ways.  Once a  search is
completed,  the database displays a  set  of  records that
matches the search cr i ter ia .  To look at  individual
records,  CLICK on an i tem’s t i t le .   

Individual  Database Records
Most  database records include the fol lowing f ie lds:  Ti t le ,  Date ,  Descr ipt ion,
Subject(s) ,  Summary,  Owning Inst i tut ion,  Copyright ,  Cal l  Number,  and Fi l ing
Locat ion (within the inst i tut ion) .  Some records l is t  the date  of  the copy rather  than
the or iginal ,  so  you may also want  to  look for  pictures  for  a  cer ta in  t ime per iod by
adding a  decade l imiter  on the Search page.

Browse Search
The Transportat ion images have been divided into seven broad topics  avai lable  f rom
the Home page,  the Browse page,  and other  pages with the browse tabs  labeled
Transportat ion and Agricul ture :

Animals  (animals  and animal-powered t ransportat ion)
Automotive (buses ,  cars ,  and t rucks)
Aviation (a i rplanes)
Marit ime (boats ,  ferr ies ,  and water-related t ransportat ion)
Railroads ( ra i l roads,  s t reetcars ,  and anything rai l road-related)
Structures (bui ldings,  depots ,  businesses)
Other (bicycles ,  miscel laneous)

Keyword Search
A simple keyword search is  avai lable  on the main Search page.  To go to  the Search
page,  use the but ton at  the top of  the screen.  You can enter  one or  more keywords in
the search area.  The database wil l  look for  the keyword(s)  in  the t i t le ,  date ,  subject ,
or  summary f ie lds .

Restr icted Search
You can narrow a search by combining keywords with pre-determined categories:
Decade,  Topic  (agr icul ture  or  t ransportat ion) ,  Document  Type,  and Inst i tut ion.

********
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act iv i ty  sheet  2  Transportat ion                      ht tp : / /www.sacramentohis tory.org
USING THE SACRAMENTO HISTORY ONLINE DATABASE

Find the Category

1.  Animals         3 .  Aviation      5 .  Railroads       7 .  Other
2.  Automotive   4 .  Marit ime 6.  Structures  

Place the correct  number by each i tem to indicate the category where you might
f ind the most  photos of  the fol lowing subjects .  You may l ist  more than one.

a.  pi lot  Charles  Lindbergh      e .  garage or  gas  s ta t ion

b.  dairy wagon                      f .  Central  Pacif ic

c .  bicycle                             g .  ra i l road depot

d.  br idge                              h .  r iverboat

Fi l l  in  the Answer
Use the Keywords search to f ind the answer in the database.

1.  What  is  the t i t le  of  one of  the entr ies  found by using the keyword airplane?

2.  What  is  the C.P.  Huntington?

3.  What  kind of  t ransportat ion did the Albright  company make?

4.  When did Amanda Preuss make a  cross-country t r ip?   

5 .  What  did T.G.  Clark & Co .  keep in  i ts  warehouse in  Sacramento in  1857?
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act iv i ty  sheet  2  Transportat ion     
USING THE SACRAMENTO HISTORY ONLINE DATABASE

Find the Category

1.  Animals         3 .  Aviation      5 .  Railroads       7 .  Other
2.  Automotive   4 .  Marit ime 6.  Structures

Place the correct  number by each i tem to indicate the category where you might
f ind the most  photos of  the fol lowing subjects .  You may l ist  more than one.

       3       a.  pi lot  Charles  Lindbergh           2 ,  6   e.   garage or  gas  s ta t ion

       1       b.  dairy wagon                             5      f .  Central  Pacif ic

       7       c.  bicycle                                   5 ,  6   g.  ra i l road depot

 6 ,5 ,4 ,2     d.  br idge                                     4      h.  r iverboat

Fi l l  in  the Answer
Use the Keywords search to f ind the answer in the database.

1.  What  is  the t i t le  of  one of  the entr ies  found by using the keyword airplane?

 answers  wil l  vary 

2.  What  is  the C.P.  Huntington?

                                   a  locomotive,  a  train engine                                    

3.  What  kind of  t ransportat ion did the Albright  company make?

                         automotive,  automobiles ,  cars ,  trucks,  buses                     

4.  When did Amanda Preuss make a  cross-country t r ip?           1916                 

5.  What  did T.G.  Clark & Co. keep in  i ts  warehouse in  Sacramento in  1857?

                                       furniture                                                          
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lesson 3 Transportat ion
TRANSPORTATION IN SACRAMENTO COUNTY

OVERVIEW
This  lesson introduces s tudents  to  the general  his tory of  t ransportat ion in
Sacramento County,  provides  an overview of  the types of  t ransportat ion that  were
important  to  Sacramento,  and highl ights  Sacramento’s  role  as  a  t ransportat ion hub.
You can view or  pr int  most  s ingle  images direct ly  as  a  JPEG f i le .  However,  some
documents  are  in  Adobe Acrobat  PDF format  and must  be viewed or  pr inted with
Acrobat  Reader.  In  Lesson 3,  s tudents  use the Sacramento History Online database
at  ht tp: / /www.sacramentohis tory.org.

STUDENT OBJECTIVES
1.  Locate  Sacramento, Sacramento County,  and the Sacramento River  on a  map.
2.  Name f ive important  types of  t ransportat ion from the 1840s through the 1920s,
and place them in the order  of  their  arr ival  in  Sacramento.
3.  Analyze several  photos  to  determine how transportat ion changed over  t ime.
4.  Use the SHO database to  f ind specif ic  his tor ical  information.

CALIFORNIA HISTORY STANDARDS
4.1.3 -  4 .1 .5  Physical  and human geographic features that  def ine places  and
regions in California
4.4.1 -  4 .4 .4  California’s  r ise  as  an agricultural  and industrial  power

BACKGROUND ARTICLE 3 
Sacramento Transportation History Overview (pages 3-5 and 3-6)

STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET 3 AND KEY
Sacramento Transportation  (pages 3-7 and 3-8)

DOCUMENTS TO DISCUSS
The documents  shown below provide examples  of  how Sacramento has  changed over  t ime.   In  this  set ,
a l l  are  photos  or  pr ints ,  except  for  #4a,  which is  a  PDF  f i le .   CLICK on an image to  view or  pr int  the
document .
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2.  Sacramento
wharf  area with the
steamboat,  Yosemite
[ca .  1874]
At the dock of  the
Cal i fornia  Steam
Navigat ion Company.

1.  Californie .  Vue
de la  Vil le  de
Sacramento 
[ca .  1850]
View of  Sacramento
from the Sacramento
River  looking east .

http://www.sacramentohistory.org


Changes over Time (downtown streets,  changes over a day,  over years)

Changes over Time (same downtown street  ca.  1909 and ca.  1924)
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3.  Inundation of
the State Capitol ,
City of  Sacramento
[1850]
Depict ion of  the 1850
flood,  one of  many over
the years .  Eventual ly
the downtown streets
and many bui ldings were
raised as  much as  10
feet .

4b.  K Street  near
Seventh [ca .  1910]
View looking east  down
K Street ;  post  off ice  a t
lef t ;  horse-drawn
wagons and carr iages ,
automobiles ,  bicycles ,
and people  f i l l  the
streets  and s idewalks.

4a.  Street  and river
scenes -Sacramento
[1878]
The top image is  a  s t reet
scene downtown,  possibly
12th and I  Streets ,  while
the middle  picture  shows
Front  and K Streets  in
what  is  now Old
Sacramento.   The bot tom
view is  the Sacramento
River  waterfront  and the
f i rs t  ra i l road br idge.

4d.  Street  cars  on J
Street  [ca .  1924]  
This  image shows cars
and s t reetcars  in
downtown Sacramento
about  14 years  af ter  #4b
and #4c.   Most  wagons
have been replaced by
cars .   

4c.  Automobiles ,
horse-drawn
vehicles ,  trol ley,
downtown
Sacramento [ca .  1910]
This  is  image is  taken at
the same place as  4b,
probably on the same day
by the same photographer.

5b.  Automobile ,
pedestrian traff ic  -
downtown
Sacramento,  
Sixth & K Streets
[ca .  1924]
Same locat ion as  #5a,  15
years  la ter.

5a.  Horse-drawn
vehicles ,  pedestrians
Sixth & K Streets ,
downtown
Sacramento 
[ca .  1909]
This  is  the same locat ion
as in  #5b.



INSTRUCTIONS
1.  Pr int  any of  the documents  shown above that  you wil l  use in  your  discussion,  as
wel l  as  Student Activity Sheet  and Key 3 .  (Label  the documents  above by their
number to  ident i fy  them in the instruct ions) .

2 .  Read Background Article  3 .  You may wish to  read i t  to  your  s tudents  or  pr int  i t
and have them read i t  by themselves .  Discuss  any quest ions that  they may have.

3.  Find Sacramento and Sacramento County on a  Cal i fornia  map.  Find the
Sacramento River.  Ask i f  any s tudents  have been to  Sacramento.  What  did they see
on their  t r ip?  

4 .  Show and discuss Document 1 ,  Californie .  Vue de la  Vil le  de Sacramento.  
Tell  s tudents  that  the picture  shows the ci ty  of  Sacramento.  Ask s tudents  what  kind
of  document  i t  i s .  (print) How old do they think the image is?  (1850) Why do they
think so? What  kinds of  t ransportat ion do they see?

5.  Document 2 ,  Photographic print  of  the Sacramento wharf  area .  How many
kinds of  t ransportat ion can they f ind? (s teamboat ,  e lectr ic  train,  wagons) What kind
of  document  is  this  image? (photograph) Do they think Document 2 is  older  or  more
recent  than Document 1? Why?

6.  Document 3 ,  Inundation of  the State Capitol .  Students  may remember a  s imilar
image from Lesson 1,  which shows a  f lood in  1862.  Ask s tudents  what  they think the
word inundat ion means.  Ask them why they bel ieve that  the ci ty  of ten f looded.
(r ivers) What are  the benefi ts  of  l iving by a  r iver?  What  are  the problems?  

7 .  Documents 4a,  4b,  4c,  4d .  These views of  downtown Sacramento ( I ,  J ,  and K
streets)  show changes in  t ransportat ion over  t ime.  Documents 4b and 4c look almost
ident ical  but  were taken at  two different  t imes,  probably on the same day.  Show
students  a l l  four  images and ask them to help you with some detect ive work.  Have
them ident i fy  the document  type.  (a  is  a  print;  the rest  are photos) Ask them to put
the images in  order  by date .  (a ,  b  or  c ,  d) How can they te l l  which image is  older
than another?  Students  should be able  to  see that  automobiles  gradual ly  replaced
wagons.  How can s tudents  te l l  that  b  and c  are  not  ident ical?  Why do they think that
these images were found in  two different  archives?

8.  Show and discuss  Documents 5a and 5b ,  Sixth & K Streets  Downtown
Sacramento .  These images show the same intersect ion,  a lmost  15 years  apar t .  Ask
students  to  ident i fy  which image was taken in  1909 and which in  1924.  What
changes do s tudents  not ice? ( lack of  overhead wires ,  no carriages in  later  image)

9.  Give s tudents  Activity Sheet  3:   Sacramento Transportation History Overview
(page 3-7) .  After  they have completed the act ivi ty,  discuss  their  answers  as  a  group.
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FOLLOW-UP
1.  Find an image in  the database that  shows two different  decades.  Compare the
types of  t ransportat ion shown in each picture .

2 .  By looking at  the mater ia ls  in  the database that  come from different  t ime per iods,
which decade do you think you would have l iked best?  Why? Pretend that  you l ive in
that  decade.  Write a letter to  a  f r iend,  te l l ing about  how you t raveled to  see a
relat ive in  another  locat ion.   

3 .  I f  you do not  l ive in  the Sacramento area,  f ind out  about the transportation
history of  your own community .  Can you f ind any websi tes  that  wil l  help you in
learning more? Where else  can you f ind such information?

REFERENCES AND RESOURCES
Edinger,  M. Seeking his tory,  teaching with primary sources  in  grades 4-6 .  

Portsmouth,  NH: Heinemann,  2000.   ( includes a  CD-ROM).
Holden,  W.  Sacramento:  Excursions into i ts  his tory and natural  world .   

Fair  Oaks,  CA: 2 Rivers  Publ ishing Co. ,  1988.
Hunt ,  R.D.  and Arent ,  W.S.   Oxcart  to  airplane .   Los Angeles ,  CA: Powell

Publ ishing Co. ,  1929.
Kalman,  B.  and Calder,  C.   Travel  in  the early  days.  New York:  Crabtree Publ ishing

Company,  2001.  ( juveni le)
Neasham, V.A.  and Henley,  J .E.   The ci ty  of  the plain:  Sacramento in  the nineteenth

century.   Sacramento:  The Sacramento Pioneer  Foundat ion,  1969.
(Includes many old photos)

Wilkinson,  P.  and Pol lard,  M.  Ideas that  changed the world: Transportat ion.   
New York: Chelsea House Publ ishers ,  1994.   ( juveni le)

RELATED LINKS
Bridges over the Sacramento River (Tower Bridge,  I  & M Street  Bridge)
(ht tp: / /www.highwayman-routes .com/tower_bridge_his tory.htm)

California: Sacramento and the Delta
(ht tp: / /www.foster t ravel .com/CASACR.html)

Historic  Drawbridges of  the Delta
(ht tp: / /www.cal i forniadel ta .org/br idges.htm)

Our Century
Series  of  ar t ic les  on how Sacramento has  changed s ince the turn of  the 19th century.
(ht tp: / /www.sacbee.com/stat ic /archive/news/projects /people_of_century/)
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background 3      SACRAMENTO TRANSPORTATION HISTORY OVERVIEW

Sacramento was a  hub or  center  for  t ransportat ion systems that
provided the foundat ion for  the rapid growth of  Cal i fornia’s
economy and populat ion.  The ci ty  is  bui l t  a t  the point  where the
American River  joins  the Sacramento River  and was the locat ion
of  Sut ter ’s  Fort ,  one of  the f i rs t  inland European set t lements  in
Northern Cal i fornia .  Once word spread of  the gold discovery at
Sut ter ’s  Mil l  in  Coloma,  the populat ion of  Cal i fornia  grew
dramatical ly,  as  for tune-seekers  f rom al l  over  the world swarmed

to the foothi l ls  of  the Sierra  Nevada Mountains .  Sut ter  suppl ied food and equipment
for  miners  headed for  the gold f ie lds .  In  1854,  Sacramento became the capi ta l  of
Cal i fornia .   

Many new arr ivals  to  Cal i fornia  landed in  San Francisco,  t raveled up the Sacramento
River,  and then cont inued on to  the foothi l ls  to  t ry  their  luck at  mining.  The journey
was not  easy.  Even as  la te  as  the ear ly  20th century,  few roads were avai lable  to
cross  the marshy Del ta  region  between San Francisco and Sacrameno.  However,
regular  s teamship and s tagecoach t ravel  began in  the 1850s,  and the rai l roads were
not  far  behind.  By the t ime the Gold Rush faded and agricul ture’s  importance rose,
the s teamships  and rai l roads were used to  t ransport  crops as  wel l  as  people .
Steamship t ravel  eventual ly  ended around the t ime of  World War II .

The r ivers  offered a  powerful  means of  t ransportat ion,  but  their  s ize  and force also
presented chal lenges.  In  many years ,  f loods inundated the ci ty  of  Sacramento.
Bridges were bui l t  to  connect  the land on ei ther  s ide of  the r iver.  One of  the f i rs t
such br idges was the Sacramento-Yolo Bridge,  a  wagon and pedestr ian br idge
constructed in  1858.  This  br idge and the ones that  la ter  replaced i t  were swing
bridges,  which could be opened by swinging them to the s ide to  make room for  r iver
t raff ic .  In  1870,  this  br idge was rebui l t  to  a l low rai l road t raff ic  a longside wagons.  I t
was washed out  and replaced again in  1894.  In  1911,  the double-deck I  Street  Bridge
was completed,  to  make room for  automobiles  on the top level  and t ra ins  on the
lower.  The I  Street  Bridge s t i l l  s tands today in  Sacramento.  I t  i s  sometimes cal led
the Southern Pacif ic  Rai l road br idge or  Central  Pacif ic  Rai l road br idge.  A rai l road
and automobile  br idge at  M Street ,  bui l t  a t  the same t ime,  was replaced by the
current  Tower Bridge.   

Sacramento also played a  key role  in  the development  of  the major  ra i l roads in
Cal i fornia .  As agricul ture  replaced gold mining as  the major  industry,  f i rs t  boats  and
then the rai l roads became cr i t ical  in  moving produce among ci t ies  in  the Sacramento
Valley.  The Sacramento Val ley Rai l  Road,  which t raveled 22 miles  f rom Folsom, was
the f i rs t  t ra in  to  arr ive in  Sacramento and the f i rs t  in  Cal i fornia .  Eventual ly,  the
Central  Pacif ic  Rai l road was founded and joined the Union Pacif ic  a t  Promontory
Point ,  Utah,  to  complete  the f i rs t  t ranscont inental  ra i l road in  1869.  More rai l roads
fol lowed,  including the Southern Pacif ic  and Western Pacif ic ,  which also carr ied
passengers  and freight  to  and from Sacramento.
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As the role  of  automobiles  grew,  Sacramento became home to several  ear ly
manufacturers ,  including S.  S.  Albright .  The ci ty  a lso became a  par t  of  the Lincoln
Highway,  designed to  l ink New York and San Francisco with a  paved road.    

Construct ion of  the Yolo Causeway,  connect ing Sacramento and Yolo count ies  with a
highway elevated above marshy wet lands areas ,  made i t  possible  to  dr ive more easi ly
between Sacramento and San Francisco.  Farmers  began to  use t rucks to  haul  their
produce to  docks,  ra i l road yards ,  and markets .  

Sacramento also had i ts  own ear ly  aviat ion pioneers  and dedicated i ts  a i rport  in
1930.  Charles  Lindbergh vis i ted the ci ty  in  1927 with his  plane,  The Spir i t  o f  St .
Louis ,  fol lowing his  non-stop Atlant ic  f l ight  ear l ier  that  year.

********
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act iv i ty  sheet  3                                          ht tp : / /www.sacramentohis tory.org
SACRAMENTO TRANSPORTATION

I .  Image Match
Match the image by putt ing the correct  letter next  to  the description.

1.  The I  Street  Bridge 3.  A market in  1857

2.  The M Street  Bridge 4.  A market in  about  1895

I I .  Transportat ion Scramble
Number the t ransportat ion methods from 1 to  5  by when they came to  Sacramento.

airplane steamboat wagon automobile rai l road

I I I .  Photo Database Detect ive
Find two photos that  show how Breuners  Store delivered furni ture . (hint: t ry
Breuner ) . Draw a picture  of  each photo.  Put  the ear l ies t  picture  in  the box on the
lef t .  Fi l l  in  the date  for  each picture .

Date:  Date:  

How many years apart  were these pictures taken?  

How are the two pictures different?

3-7
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act iv i ty  sheet  3
SACRAMENTO TRANSPORTATION

I .  Image Match
Match the image by putt ing the correct  letter next  to  the description.

    c   1.  The I  Street  Bridge     b   3.  A market in  1857

    d   2.  The M Street  Bridge     a   4.  A market in  about  1895

I I .  Transportat ion Scramble
Number the t ransportat ion methods from 1 to  5  by when they came to  Sacramento.

  5    airplane    2    steamboat    1    wagon    4    automobile    3    ra i l road

I I I .  Photo Database Detect ive
Find two photos that  show how Breuners  Store delivered furni ture . (hint: t ry
Breuner ) . Draw a picture  of  each photo.  Put  the ear l ies t  picture  in  the box on the
lef t .  Fi l l  in  the date  for  each picture .

Date:     ca.  1882     Date:      ca.  1920    

How many years apart  were these pictures taken?       about 38          

How are the two pictures different?

 (answers  wil l  vary but  should mention that  trucks replaced

      horses  and wagons as  del ivery vehicles .  Clothes are also different)  

1. 2.

Students should
draw a horse-
drawn delivery

wagon

Students should
draw a delivery

truck.

3-8

KKKKEEEEYYYY

b. c.a. d.



lesson 4 Transportat ion
HORSE-DRAWN VEHICLES

OVERVIEW
This  lesson introduces s tudents  to  the different  types of  horse-drawn vehicles  that
were used in  Cal i fornia  during the per iod from 1840-192.  In  Lesson 4,  s tudents  use
the Sacramento History Online database at  ht tp: / /www.sacramentohis tory.org.

STUDENT OBJECTIVES
1.  Name several  types of  horse-drawn vehicles  that  were used in  the 1800s.
2.  Use the SHO database to  f ind specif ic  his tor ical  information.
3.  Determine the services  that  you would need to  maintain a  horse-drawn vehicle .

CALIFORNIA HISTORY STANDARDS
4.1.3 -  4 .1 .5  Physical  and human geographic features that  def ine places  and
regions in California
4.4.1 -  4 .4 .4  California’s  r ise  as  an agricultural  and industrial  power

BACKGROUND ARTICLE 4
Horse-Drawn Vehicles   (page 4-4)

STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET 4 AND KEY
Horse-Drawn Vehicles   (pages 4-5 and 4-6)

DOCUMENTS TO DISCUSS
The documents  below provide examples  of  different  types of  horse-drawn vehicles .
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2.  Union Hotel ,
Orleans Hotel ,  and
Birch building
[1857]
Shows a  s tagecoach in
front  of  the Orleans
Hotel ,  home of  the
Cal i fornia  Stage
Company.

1.  Western Hotel
[1880]    
Hand-colored view of
the three-s tory Western
Hotel  with balconies  on
the second and third
f loors;  horse-drawn
streetcar,  s tagecoach,
and wagon in  the s t reet .

3.  Hardware,  farm
implements  and
vehicles;  The
Thomson-Diggs Co.
[1900-1909]     
Catalog i l lustrat ion of  a
rural  mai l  wagon.

4.  City of
Sacramento Waste
Paper wagon  
[1922]     
Eight  men posed in  f ront
of  horse-drawn,  Ci ty  of
Sacramento waste  paper
wagon pi led with sacks
of  paper.
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INSTRUCTIONS
1.  Pr int  any of  the images shown above that  you wil l  use in  your  discussion,  as  wel l
as  Student Activity Sheet  and Key 4 .  (Label  the images by their  number to  ident i fy
them in the instruct ions) .

2 .  Read Background Article  4 .  You may wish to  read i t  to  your  s tudents  or  pr int  i t
and have them read i t  by themselves .  Discuss  any quest ions that  they may have.

3.  Show and discuss Document 1,  Western Hotel . Tel l  s tudents  that  the picture
shows the ci ty  of  Sacramento.  Ask them what  kind of  document  i t  i s .  (print) How
many kinds of  t ransportat ion can they f ind? (horse-drawn streetcar,  s tagecoach,
wagon) What is  the same about  these kinds of  t ransportat ion? (al l  are horse-drawn )
How old do they think the picture  is?  (1880) Why do they think so?

4.  Show and discuss Document 2,  Union Hotel ,  Orleans Hotel ,  and Birch
building.  The Orleans Hotel  is  the bui lding where James Birch and other  s tage
owners  set  up headquarters  for  the Cal i fornia  Stage Company in  1853.  Why do
students  think business  owners  would join forces ,  instead of  compet ing against  each
other?

5.  Tel l  s tudents  that  many types of  horse-drawn vehicles  were needed to  carry
people  and freight  before  automobiles  and t rucks were introduced.  Ask the s tudents
for  examples  of  the types of  vehicles  that  would be needed.  The SHO database
includes a  wide var ie ty  of  wagons and carr iages .  Some documents  are
advert isements  for  vehicles  or  re la ted services ,  and many show different  types of
del ivery vehicles .  Show and discuss  Documents 3 -  5 ,  the  Thomson-Diggs Co.
rural  mail  wagon,  the  City of  Sacramento Waste Paper wagon,  and the wagon
with pumpkins .

5 .  Show and discuss  Document 6,  Wagon with chi ldren .  Discuss  how chi ldren
might  have t raveled to  school  in  1900.  Ask where the s tudents  think the chi ldren
shown in the photograph might  be going.  Do they think this  is  a  school  bus? The
descr ipt ion does not  provide any more information.   

6 .  Give s tudents  Activity Sheet  4:   Horse-drawn Vehicles  (page 4-5) .  After  they
have completed the act ivi ty,  discuss  their  answers  as  a  group.
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6.  Wagon with
children  [ca .  1900]  
Horse-drawn wagon with
chi ldren and adul ts
seated on benches.

5.  Photographic
print  of  a  horse-
drawn wagon being
loaded with
pumpkins by two
men  [ca .  1880]  



FOLLOW-UP
1.  Search Sacramento History Online together,  using the keyword and advanced
searches.  What  types of  horse-drawn vehicles  can you discover?

2.  Decide what type of  job you would have l iked to  have in  the decades from 1850-
1909.  Can you f ind a  picture  of  a  vehicle  that  would have helped you in  this  job?
Draw a picture  of  the vehicle ,  and descr ibe how you would use i t  in  your  work.

3.  Write a journal entry descr ibing a  t r ip  that  you took on a  s tagecoach in  the
1850s.  How did i t  feel  to  r ide in  such a  vehicle? Where did you s tay? Whom did you
meet ,  and where were they going?

REFERENCES AND RESOURCES
Dunlop,  R.   Wheels  West ,  1590-1900 .   Chicago:  Rand McNally and Company,  1977.
Winther,  O.O.  Via western express  and s tagecoach.   Stanford,  CA: Stanford

Universi ty  Press ,  1945.

RELATED LINKS
Transportation in the 19th Century
(ht tp: / /www.l i terary- l ia isons.com/art ic le033.html)   
Lis ts  different  types of  horse-drawn vehicles .

Wells  Fargo’s  History Pages
(ht tp: / /www.wellsfargohis tory.com/home/index.html)
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background 4      HORSE-DRAWN VEHICLES 

In the early years of Sacramento’s growth, horses and horse-drawn vehicles
were the most common means of personal transportation. Many early settlers
made the trip West in covered wagons, including Conestoga wagons and prairie
schooners, named because of their resemblance to a boat with a sail. Covered
wagons had large wheels that helped them clear obstacles such as rocks. Once in
California, most people used horses and wagons to travel to and from their
homes and towns, help with farm work, or move supplies.

Beginning almost as soon as the Gold Rush itself, stagecoach owners began to offer passenger
services for people to travel among California towns. James Birch started the first stagecoach line
from Sacramento in 1849. It carried passengers to stops along the American River, including
Sutter’s Mill.  The fare was $32, payable in cash or gold dust. Other lines began to offer stage
services from Sacramento to such growing towns as Placerville, Marysville, and Shasta City.  In
1853, Birch and several other stage owners joined together to form the California Stage Company,
which had its headquarters at the Orleans Hotel.  

In some ways, stagecoaches were similar to modern-day buses, stopping along the way for
passengers to eat or stay overnight in a hotel. However, the roads were dusty and rough, and the
hotels were not always the cleanest. Passengers were crowded together for long hours in a cramped
space. Because stagecoaches often carried gold or other valuables, bandits sometimes held up the
stage, taking cargo from the stagecoach driver or robbing the passengers.

About the same time, some businessmen started express companies to carry mail and other
important items. Adams and Company began to make shipments from San Francisco to New York,
across the Isthmus of Panama. In 1852, Wells Fargo and Company began its express service.
Eventually, Wells Fargo had express lines covering much of California.

Although it lasted less than two years, the Pony Express used a relay system of many horseback
riders to carry telegrams and mail back and forth from California to St. Joseph, Missouri. When a
transcontinental telegraph line was completed in 1861, the Pony Express runs ended.

In 1870, the first streetcars in Sacramento began carrying passengers. The city had eight such
horse-drawn vehicles, which were eventually replaced by electric-powered streetcars. One popular
early destination was Oak Park, where the Joyland amusement park offered such diversions as a
miniature scenic railway, a skating rink, a swimming pool, and performances by a diving horse.

Just as modern cars and trucks come in different shapes, styles, and sizes, there were many types of
early horse-drawn vehicles, including buggies, surreys, carriages, carts, and wagons. To make and
maintain such vehicles, it took people with special skills. A wainright built or repaired horse-drawn
vehicles. A blacksmith made horseshoes, which required heating iron in a forge until it could be shaped.
The blacksmith might also make repairs on metal carriage parts. A farrier put shoes on (shod) the horses.
A wheelwright built and repaired wagon wheels. Horses also needed to be fed, so most towns had feed
stores, especially for city dwellers who could not grow their own feed.  If you did not have a place to
keep your horses, you could board them in a livery stable. 

********
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act iv i ty  sheet  4                                           ht tp : / /www.sacramentohis tory.org
HORSE-DRAWN VEHICLES

I .  F IND WHAT YOU NEED
Find the image using the keyword search.  Write  down what the person 
or business  sold or did.  Put an X by each business  that  you might use
if  you had a horse-drawn vehicle .

1.  Visu

2.  Thomsen 

3.  Simoni  & Sons 

4.  Osborn & Folger  

5 .  Paul  Graf  

6 .  G.  Hickingbotham

7.  Favero and Str i ff  

8 .  E.  Kir t lan  

9 .  A.  Wilson 

10.  Neubourg & Lages 

I I .  Photo Match
Match the photo by putt ing the correct  letter next  to  the description.

1.  Golden Eagle  Dairy wagon

2.  Horse-drawn f i re  engine

3.  Pacif ic  Gas and Electr ic  Company wagon

4.  Pol ice  wagon
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act iv i ty  sheet  4                                     
HORSE-DRAWN VEHICLES

I .  F IND WHAT YOU NEED
Find the image using the keyword search.  Write  down what the person 
or business  sold or did.  Put an X by each business  that  you might use
if  you had a horse-drawn vehicle .

    x    1.  Visu        s table                                                                           

2.  Thomsen        automobile  repair

3.  Simoni  & Sons        s tore and gas stat ion                                      

   x    4.  Osborn & Folger        ice ,  coal ,  hay,  grain                                     

   x    5.  Paul  Graf        harness  maker

6.  G.  Hickingbotham        automobile  t ires                                         

   x    7.  Favero and Str i ff          blacksmith and carriage repair

8.  E.  Kir t lan         automobile  service stat ion                                    

   x    9.  A.  Wilson        l ivery stable  and carriages                                     

   x    10.  Neubourg & Lages mills  & malt  house,  hops,  corks,  produce,  feed 

I I .  Photo Match
Match the photo by putt ing the correct  letter next  to  the description.  

    c    1.  Golden Eagle  Dairy wagon

    a    2.  Horse-drawn f i re  engine

    b    3.  Pacif ic  Gas and Electr ic  Company wagon

    d    4.  Pol ice  wagon

4-6
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lesson 5 Transportat ion
STEAMBOATS ON THE SACRAMENTO RIVER

OVERVIEW
This  lesson introduces s tudents  to  the his tory of  s teamboat  t ravel  and shipping on
the Sacramento River.  You can view or  pr int  most  s ingle  images direct ly  as  a  JPEG
fi le .  However,  some documents  are  in  Adobe Acrobat  PDF format  and must  be
viewed or  pr inted with Acrobat  Reader.  In  Lesson 5,  s tudents  use the Sacramento
History Online database at  ht tp: / /www.sacramentohis tory.org.

STUDENT OBJECTIVES
1.  Explain why s team travel  on the r iver  grew rapidly and la ter  decl ined.
2.  Ident i fy  three chal lenges or  dangers  of  s teamboat  t ravel .
3 .  Use the SHO database to  f ind specif ic  his tor ical  information.

CALIFORNIA HISTORY STANDARDS
4.1.3 -  4 .1 .5  Physical  and human geographic features that  def ine places  and
regions in California
4.4.1 -  4 .4 .4  California’s  r ise  as  an agricultural  and industrial  power

BACKGROUND ARTICLE 5
Steamboats  on the Sacramento River (pages 5-5 and 5-6)

STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET 5 AND KEY
Steamboats  on the Sacramento River (pages 5-7 and 5-8)

DOCUMENTS TO DISCUSS
The documents  below relate  to  s team travel  on the Sacramento River.
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2.  Riverboat  -
(Central)  Pacif ic
Railroad depot
[1868]              
At  the dock of  the
Cal i fornia  Steam
Navigat ion Company in
Sacramento,  with the
steamer Chrysopol is .
Also shows  the Central
Pacif ic  Rai l road depot .

1.  View of
Sacramento City,
from the River
[ca .  1850]  
Engraved i l lustrat ion of
Sacramento ca.  ear ly
1850's  shows bui ldings
in place of  ear l ier  tents .

http://www.sacramentohistory.org


INSTRUCTIONS
1.  Pr int  the images and PDF fi les  shown above that  you wil l  use in  your  discussion,
as  wel l  as  Student Activity Sheet  and Key 5 .  (Label  the documents  by their  number
to ident i fy  them in the instruct ions) .

2 .  Read Background Article  5 .  Read i t  to  your  s tudents  or  pr int  i t  and have them
read i t  themselves .  Discuss  any quest ions that  they may have.

3.  Show and discuss  Document 1 ,  View of  Sacramento City,  from the River . Tel l
them that  the picture  shows Sacramento.  Ask them what  kind of  document  i t  i s .
(print) How old do they think the picture  is? (1850) Why? What  t ransportat ion is
shown?

4.  Document 2 ,  Riverboat -  (Central)  Pacif ic  Railroad depot (with the
Chrysopol is at  the dock) .  Ask students  how the Chrysopol is  is  powered.  (s team) Tell
them that  the Chrysopol is  was cal led a  s idewheeler.  Later  boats  with paddles  a t  the
stern were cal led s ternwheelers .  Do they know any other  terms for  s teamboats?
(r iverboats ,  paddlewheelers)

5.  Document 3 ,  John Laggas and crew of  the steamer Varuna .  The Varuna and the
Chin du Wan were opposi t ion s teamers .  Ask the s tudents  i f  they know the meaning
of  the word opposi t ion .  Why do they think a  boat  would be in  opposi t ion to
something? Explain that  compet i t ion was f ierce in  the ear ly  years .  Some steamboat
owners  joined together  to  form a company to  control  the s teamboat  industry.
However,  other  owners  cont inued to  operate  independent ly,  running what  were
cal led opposi t ion boats .   
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6.  Barges and
steamboats  on the
Sacramento River
[191-]             
View of  the barge
Alabama loaded with
steel  and i ron for  the
Thomson-Diggs Co. ,  a t
the dock.  

5.  Riverboat  -  Fruit
label  -  Sacramento
River -  Locke 
[192-?]             
Colorful  f rui t  crate  label
advert is ing pears  grown
in the Sacramento Val ley
and shipped via  s teamer
on the Sacramento
River.  

4.  Travel  by Water
through the Heart  of
California
[ca .  1915]
Brochure of  the Cal i fornia
Transportat ion Company,
with descr ipt ions and
t imetables .

3.  John Laggas and
crew of  the steamer
Varuna [1876]       
View of  John Laggas and
crew members  of  the
Varuna sternwheeler  in
front  of  warehouse at
Sacramento waterfront ,
near  M Street .



6.  Document 4 ,  Travel  by Water through the Heart  of  California . Tel l  s tudents
that  this  document  is  an advert isement  and t imetable  for  the Cal i fornia
Transportat ion Company,  which introduced two new steamers ,  the Capital  Ci ty and
Fort  Sut ter. Read the descr ipt ion of  the boats .  How does this  advert isement  compare
to a  modern cruise  ship ad? Show students  how to read a  t imetable .  Discuss  the fare
price and the pr ices  of  accommodat ions and meals .  How do these pr ices  compare to
those for  modern ships?

7.  Document 5 ,  Riverboat -  Fruit  label  -  Sacramento River -  Locke River .  This
image also depicts  the s teamer Pride of  the River .  Ask s tudents  why they think
someone would advert ise  f rui t  using an image of  a  s teamboat .  Notice  the descr ipt ion
of  the Pride of  the River in  Document 4,  which indicates  that  this  boat  s topped to
pick up and leave freight ,  while  the others  only lef t  or  picked up passengers  a t  r iver
s tops.  Where did the s teamboats  s top? Discuss  what  types of  f re ight  might  be
shipped in  this  manner. ( frui ts  and vegetables)

8.  Document 6 ,  Barges and steamboats  on the Sacramento River .  Several  of  the
images in  the SHO collect ion show barges being pul led by s teamboats .  What  kind of
freight  might  be shipped on barges? Have s tudents  seen modern barges? If  so,
where?

9.  Give s tudents  Activity Sheet  5:   Steamboats  on the Sacramento (page 5-7) .
After  they have completed the act ivi ty,  discuss  their  answers  as  a  group.

FOLLOW-UP
1.  Find out  more about the individual  steamboats mentioned in  this  lesson.  Make a
report  about  your  favori te  s teamer.

2.   Make a broadside that  a  dock agent  might  have used to  convince potent ia l
passengers  in  San Francisco to  t ravel  on your  favori te  s teamboat .

3 .  Write a journal  entry descr ibing a  t r ip  that  you took on a  s teamboat  in  1850
from San Francisco to  Sacramento.  How did i t  feel  to  t ravel  on the r iver?Where did
you s top? Whom did you meet  and where were they going?

4.   Solve a historical  mystery

Although al l  sources  consul ted for
preparat ion of  this  lesson indicate  that  the
Chrysopol is was operated by the Cal i fornia
Steamship Navigat ion Company,  this
broadside presents  i t  as  an opposi t ion
steamer.  Could the CSNC have been t rying to
fool  passengers? At  deadl ine t ime,  no one had
solved this  mystery.  Perhaps you can help by
conduct ing fur ther  research.  
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Opposit ion to
Sacramento
Landing at
Benicia [1860]
Broadside
advert is ing the
departure  of  the
Chrysopol is



REFERENCES AND RESOURCES
Cook,  F.  S.   Steamboats  in  the val ley .   Volcano,  CA: Cal i fornia  Traveler,  Inc.  

1971.   ( includes information about  a l l  boats  l is ted in  this  lesson)
Dana,  J .   The Sacramento:  River  of  gold .   New York:  Farrar  & Rinehart ,  1939.
Holden,  W. Sacramento:   Excursions into i ts  his tory and natural  world .   

Fair  Oaks,  CA:  2  Rivers  Publ ishing Co. ,  1988.
Hunt ,  R.  D.  and Arent ,  W.S.   Oxcart  to  airplane .   Los Angeles ,  CA: Powell

Publ ishing Co. ,  1929
MacMullen,  J .   Paddle-wheel  days in  Cal i fornia .   Stanford,  CA: Stanford

Universi ty  Press ,  1944.
Wilkinson,  P.  and Pol lard,  M.  Ideas that  changed the world: Transportat ion.   

New York: Chelsea House Publ ishers ,  1994.   ( juveni le)

RELATED LINKS
Steamboats .com
features  many photos  of  the Delta King 
(ht tp: / /www.steamboats .com/)

Towns and Cit ies  of  the California Delta
(ht tp: / /www.cal i forniadel ta .org/ci t ies .htm)

When Paddlewheeler Steamboats  Pushed through Delta Waterways
(ht tp: / /www.cal i forniadel ta .org/s teambts .htm)
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background 5      STEAMBOATS ON THE SACRAMENTO RIVER

The first known steamboat to make the journey from San Francisco up the
Sacramento River was the Sitka.  In 1847, this 37-foot long vessel was brought to
the Bay from Fort Ross on a larger Russian boat. It reached Sacramento (known
then as New Helvetia) in November 1847, after a six-day and seven-hour journey.
In September 1849, the steamer Sacramento made its first run from Sacramento to
San Francisco, soon followed by the Senator and the New World, to begin
passenger and freight service connecting Sacramento and San Francisco. 

Steamboats burned wood or coal to fuel their boilers, which heated water to create steam.  Some are
called paddlewheelers because of the paddle that propels them. The early boats were usually
sidewheelers, with paddles on the side of the boat. Later boats were sternwheelers, with paddles at the
rear.  Some steamers were used to tow barges, as many as five at once.

At the peak of the Gold Rush, steamers left San Francisco for Sacramento and other ports north, carrying
fortune-seekers, supplies, and equipment headed towards the Gold Country of the Sierra Nevada foothills.
In 1850, within a year after the Sacramento made its first run, many steamboats began to crowd the
waters of the Sacramento River. 

Early days on the river were rough and dangerous. The inland waterway of the Sacramento River and
Delta is a maze of marshes and islands, and no charts for ships were made until the 1860s. In some places
it is hard to find the main river channel. In the winter, fog makes navigation difficult. Echo boards were
set up along the river so that captains could use their ship’s whistle to find their way. 

Unlike today, there were few regulations on river traffic. In San Francisco, arguments often erupted over
space at the wharf. On the wharves, dock agents begged passengers to travel on their particular boat,
promising good food and a quick trip. Ship captains were often the ship’s owner, to whom more speed
could mean more money. As competition grew, many steamer captains began to race.  

The desire for speed meant that too much fuel was added to heat the ship boilers, sometimes causing
catastrophic explosions, of which there were many in the 1850s. Fire was another danger for the wooden
ships. The Sacramento River was full of dead trees or snags. It also became shallower and harder to
navigate as hydraulic mining upstream began to fill the river downstream with silt, until such mining was
outlawed. To avoid the debris, many owners made the shift to sternwheelers, which could travel in
shallower water.

As competition increased rapidly, passenger fares fell from as high as $30 to as low as 10 cents. In 1854,
some owner-captains organized to form the California Steam Navigation Company (CSNC), setting the
San Francisco to Sacramento fare at $8. Their most famous boats were the Chrysopolis and the Yosemite. 
Sometimes, the CSNC bought out opposition groups to keep prices high. However, eventually opposition
steamers such as the Chin du Wan, caused the fares to drop again. In 1869, the California Steam
Navigation Company became part of the Central Pacific Railroad, which lowered prices so much that 
even the opposition boats could not compete.
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To indicate waiting freight or passengers, lanterns were used at night and flags during the day, with the
lantern or flag color signaling which steamer should stop. Sometimes, instead of mooring lines, only the
captain’s skill was used to make brush landings, where freight was thrown on board, or planks were set
down across the brush for passengers to reach the bank. The Isleton once made a record number of stops,
with 46 stops up to Sacramento and 76 back to San Francisco. Many farmers depended on steamers for
moving their crops to market. However, when some companies started charging a minimum price per
pickup, it became easier to use trucks to haul produce.

Although hydraulic mining was outlawed and a tax was imposed to pay for river dredging, the increase in
agriculture and irrigation also began to drain the river and interfere with steamboat travel. As passengers
turned to the railroad and the automobile, and freight was transported by train and truck, the old steamers
were eventually doomed. The Sacramento Transportation Company and the Southern Pacific operated
steamers in the early part of the 20th century. The last great  Sacramento riverboats, the Delta Queen and
Delta King, were built in 1926, primarily for tourist travel, which lasted until World War II. Although the
channel was later dredged to allow deep-hulled, ocean-going ships to travel up the river from San
Francisco, by the 1950s, steam paddlewheelers on the Sacramento were only a memory.

********
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act iv i ty  sheet  5                                             ht tp : / /www.sacramentohis tory.org
STEAMBOATS ON THE SACRAMENTO RIVER

I .  Photo Match: Find the Steamer
Find the image of  each steam ship in the database,  using the keyword search.   
Match the correct  picture to the steamer name and description.

1.  Senator
This  ocean-going s teamer lef t  New York in  March 1849 and arr ived in  October  that  year  to  begin
regular  San Francisco/Sacramento runs,  carrying suppl ies  and people  headed for  the mines.  

2 .  New World
Buil t  in  1850,  this  s idewheeler  set  a  record for  the fastest  t ime between Sacramento and San
Francisco,  5  hours  and 35 minutes .   I t  was wrecked in  1879.  

3 .  Chrysopolis
Buil t  in  1860 for  the Cal i fornia  Steam Navigat ion Company ,  she could carry 1,000 passengers  and
700 tons of  f re ight .   She beat  the New World ’s  speed  record  by 16 minutes ,  a  record that  was never
broken.   Her  s is ter  ship was the Yosemite .  

4 .  Apache
Buil t  in  1880,  this  s ternwheeler  was one of  several  passenger  and freight  boats  run by Southern
Pacif ic  on i ts  Nether lands route .   I ts  s is ter  ships  were the Modoc and the Navajo .  

5 .  Seizer
This  ship was bui l t  by the government  to  c lear  the r iver  of  snags that  might  endanger  ships .   Cal led a
snag boat ,  i t  was bui l t  in  1881.   I ts  captain sometimes hired Hawaian divers  to  help br ing up debris .  

6 .  Capital  City
This  ship was one of  two bui l t  by the Cal i fornia  Transortat ion Company that  were the f i rs t  to  have
private  bathrooms.   I t  was bui l t  in  1910.   I ts  s is ter  ship was the Fort  Sut ter ,  bui l t  in  1912.  

7 .  Delta King
Sister  ship to  the Delta Queen ,  both boats  were par t  of  the River  Line and bui l t  in  1926.   They were
sold to  the government  in  the 1940s.   Al though they s topped running on the Sacramento,  the Delta
Queen became a Mississ ippi  tour  boat ,  and the Delta King is  a  res taurant  in  Sacramento.

a. b. c .

d. e . f . g .

http://www.sacramentohistory.org
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act iv i ty  sheet  5    
STEAMBOATS ON THE SACRAMENTO RIVER

I .  Photo Match: Find the Steamer
Find the image of  each steam ship in the database,  using the keyword search.   
Match the correct  picture to the steamer name and description.

   c     1.  Senator
This  ocean-going s teamer lef t  New York in  March 1849 and arr ived in  October  that  year  to  begin
regular  San Francisco/Sacramento runs,  carrying suppl ies  and people  headed for  the mines.  

   f     2.  New World
Buil t  in  1850,  this  s idewheeler  set  a  record for  the fastest  t ime between Sacramento and San
Francisco,  5  hours  and 35 minutes .   I t  was wrecked in  1879.  

   a     3.  Chrysopolis
Buil t  in  1860 for  the Cal i fornia  Steam Navigat ion Company ,  she could carry 1,000 passengers  and
700 tons of  f re ight .   She beat  the New World ’s  speed  record  by 16 minutes ,  a  record that  was never
broken.   Her  s is ter  ship was the Yosemite .  

   e     4.  Apache
Buil t  in  1880,  this  s ternwheeler  was one of  several  passenger  and freight  boats  run by Southern
Pacif ic  on i ts  Nether lands route .   I ts  s is ter  ships  were the Modoc and the Navajo .  

   g    5.  Seizer
This  ship was bui l t  by the government  to  c lear  the r iver  of  snags that  might  endanger  ships .   Cal led a
snag boat ,  i t  was bui l t  in  1881.   I ts  captain sometimes hired Hawaian divers  to  help br ing up debris .  

   b    6.  Capital  City
This  ship was one of  two bui l t  by the Cal i fornia  Transortat ion Company that  were the f i rs t  to  have
private  bathrooms.   I t  was bui l t  in  1910.   I ts  s is ter  ship was the Fort  Sut ter ,  bui l t  in  1912.  

   d    7.  Delta King
Sister  ship to  the Delta Queen ,  both boats  were par t  of  the River  Line and bui l t  in  1926.   They were
sold to  the government  in  the 1940s.   Al though they s topped running on the Sacramento,  the Delta
Queen became a Mississ ippi  tour  boat ,  and the Delta King is  a  res taurant  in  Sacramento.
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a. b. c .
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lesson 6 Transportat ion
THE RAILROAD COMES TO SACRAMENTO

OVERVIEW
This  lesson introduces s tudents  to  the development  of  the rai l roads in  Cal i fornia  and
the Sacramento region.  In  Lesson 6,  s tudents  use the Sacramento History Online
database at  ht tp: / /www.sacramentohis tory.org.

STUDENT OBJECTIVES
1.  Explain the role  of  the rai l road in  connect ing Cal i fornia  to  the rest  of  the U.S.
2.  Recognize the names of  ear ly  pioneers  in  ra i l road his tory.
3.  Use the SHO database to  f ind specif ic  his tor ical  information.

CALIFORNIA HISTORY STANDARDS
4.1.3 Physical  and human geographic features that  def ine places  and regions in
California
4.4.1 -  4 .4 .4  California’s  r ise  as  an agricultural  and industrial  power

BACKGROUND ARTICLE 6
The Railroad Comes to Sacramento  (pages 6-5 and 6-6)

STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET 6 AND KEY
The Railroad Comes to Sacramento  (pages 6-7 and 6-8)

DOCUMENTS TO DISCUSS
The documents  below relate  to  ra i l road t ravel  in  the Sacramento area.  
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1.  Theodore Judah  
[1848]
Seated portrai t .
Daguerreotype

2.  Store and
warehouse of
Huntington,
Hopkins & Co.
[1880]            
Store  and warehouse
of  Huntington,
Hopkins & Co.

3.  Central  Pacif ic
Railroad steam
locomotive No.  4  
[188-? ]
Central  Pacif ic  Rai l road
No.  4 ,  T.  D.  Judah,
placed into service
Apri l  9 ,  1864.  

4.  Railroad Shops
[191-?]             
Southern Pacif ic
Rai l road Sacramento
Shops complex:
inter ior  view of
Machine Shop.

http://www.sacramentohistory.org


INSTRUCTIONS
1.  Pr int  any of  the images shown above that  you wil l  use in  your  discussion,  as  wel l
as  Student Activity Sheet  and Key 6 .  (Label  the images by their  number to  ident i fy
them in the instruct ions) .

2 .  Read Background Article  6 .  You may wish to  read i t  to  your  s tudents  or  have
them read i t  by themselves .  Discuss  any quest ions that  they may have.

3.   Show and discuss  Document 1 ,  Theodore Judah.  Tell  them that  this  image
shows one of  the people  who helped promote the bui lding of  the Transcont inental
Rai l road.  Can anyone ident i fy  the person in  the photograph? How old do they think
the photograph is?  (1848) Can anyone ident i fy  the type of  photograph i t  i s?
(daguerreotype)  

4 .  Document 2 ,  Store and warehouse of  Huntington,  Hopkins and Co.  Tell
s tudents  that  this  is  the bui lding where the Big Four met with Judah.  This  bui lding
was moved to  a  different  block but  s t i l l  s tands in  Old Sacramento.  Ask i f  any
students  have vis i ted Old Sacramento.

5.  Document 3 ,  Central  Pacif ic  Railroad steam locomotive No.  4 .  This  image
depicts  one of  the ear ly  Central  Pacif ic  locomotives .  Ask s tudents  i f  they can f ind
the photographer ’s  shadow in this  image.

6.  Document 4 ,  Railroad Shops .  There are  many images of  the rai l road shops in  the
SHO database.  Ask s tudents  what  type of  work would be needed to  bui ld  and
maintain t ra ins .

7 .  Document 5 ,  C.P.  Huntington and 1919 engine . Ask s tudents  to  compare and
contrast  the two locomotives .  Which is  older?  What  s imilar i t ies  and differences do
they not ice  about  the two? Tel l  the s tudents  that  the C.P.  Huntington (Central
Pacif ic  #1)  is  a  famous locomotive that  is  s t i l l  on display in  Sacramento at  the
California State Railroad Museum .  Ask i f  any s tudents  have seen this  locomotive.

8.  Document 6 ,  Streetcar near Western Pacif ic  Railroad Depot.  Ask students  to
ident i fy  the type of  vehicle .  (s treetcar) Have any s tudents  been to  a  c i ty  where
streetcars  are  s t i l l  used? How were s t reetcars  powered? (horses  and then electr ic i ty)
How was this  s t reetcar  powered? How can they te l l?(power l ine)
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6.  Streetcar near
Western Pacif ic
Railroad Depot 
[ca .  1915]  
Streetcar  s topped at
Western Pacif ic  Depot  a t
19th and K Streets ,
Sacramento.

5.  C.P.  Huntington
and 1919 engine
[ca .  1923]  
View of  the C.P.
Huntington, buil t  for  the
Central  Pacif ic  Rai l road
in 1863,   next  to
Southern Pacif ic
locomotive #3631,  bui l t
in  1919.



9.  Give s tudents  Activity Sheet  6:  The Railroad Comes to Sacramento (page 6-7) .
After  they have completed the act ivi ty,  discuss  their  answers  as  a  group.

FOLLOW-UP
1.  Search Sacramento History Online together,  using the keyword and advanced
searches.  Which keywords help you f ind documents  about  the rai l roads?

2.  Find three different  types of  ephemera in  the database that  re la te  to  the rai l roads.

3.  Write a journal  entry descr ibing a  t r ip  that  you took on a  ra i l road in  the 1870s.
How did i t  feel  to  r ide in  a  passenger  t ra in? Where did you s leep? What  did you eat?
Whom did you meet ,  and where were they going? Map the t r ip  as  you would have
taken i t  then and today.  Calculate  the cost  of  the t r ip  and compare i t  to  the cost  of
the same t r ip  today.  

4 .  Find out  more about  the l i fe  of  Chinese laborers  who helped bui ld  the
Transcont inental  Rai l road.  Write a letter f rom a Chinese laborer  working on the
rai l road to  someone in  China,  descr ibing his  l i fe  in  America.

5.   Set  up a rai lroad business  in  your  c lassroom. Map the routes  that  you wil l
es tabl ish to  move goods and passengers .  Descr ibe what  resources  you wil l  need to
bui ld  your  ra i l road.  Convince investors  why your  route  makes sense.  Name your
rai l road.   In  the database,  f ind examples  of  documents  that  you wil l  need for  your
rai l road business  and make your  own (example: advert isements ,  program from
opening celebrat ion) .  Role-play a  t r ip ,  with passengers  buying t ickets ,  deciding what
to  pack,  and descr ibing what  they see on and from the t ra in .

6 .   I f  you l ive close enough,  vis i t  the  California State Railroad Museum and the
other  re la ted his tor ical  s i tes  in  Old Sacramento.

REFERENCES AND RESOURCES
Blumberg,  R.   Full  s team ahead:  The race to  bui ld  a  transcont inental

rai lroad .   Washington,  DC: Nat ional  Geographic  Society,  1996.  ( juveni le)
Cali fornia State  Rai lroad Museum (museum guide) ,  1999.
Holden,  W. Sacramento:  Excursions into i ts  his tory and natural  world .   

Fair  Oaks,  CA: 2 Rivers  Publ ishing Co. ,  1988.
Hunt ,  R.D.  and Arent ,  W.S.   Oxcart  to  airplane .   Los Angeles ,  CA: Powell

Publ ishing Co. ,  1929
Steinheimer,  R.   Cali fornia State  Rai lroad Museum: Rai lroading in  Cal i fornia and

the West ,  Santa  Barbara,  CA: Albion Publ ishing Group for  the Cal i fornia
Department  of  Parks  and Recreat ion and the Cal i fornia  State  Rai l road
Museum, 1991.
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RELATED LINKS

Brief  History of  the Sacramento Northern
(ht tp: / /www.people .virginia .edu/~ggg9y/his tory.html)

Sacramento Valley Railroad
(ht tp: / /www.xphomestat ion.com/svrr.html)

California State Railroad Museum
(ht tp: / /www.cal i forniastaterai l roadmuseum.org)

Central  Pacif ic  Railroad Photographic History Museum
(ht tp: / /cprr.org/)

Union Pacif ic  Railroad History
Includes information on Southern Pacif ic  and Western Pacif ic  Rai l roads.
(http: / /www.uprr.com/aboutup/his tory/)
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background 6      THE RAILROAD COMES TO SACRAMENTO

Completed in 1856, the Sacramento Valley Rail Road was the first
passenger railroad in California. It traveled 22 miles from Sacramento to
what is now the town of Folsom. To build this railroad, promoter Charles
Wilson hired Theodore Judah, an engineer who had helped build a railroad
in New York

Once gold was discovered in California, the West coast became more
important to the rest of the continent, but it was not easy to get there. At

the time of the Gold Rush, it could take five weeks to travel on a wagon train across the country or to take
a ship to Central America, walk across the Isthmus of Panama, and catch another ship to San Francisco.  

Many people had proposed building a transcontinental railroad that would connect the west and east
coasts of the United States. But figuring out how such a railroad would cross the Sierra Nevada
Mountains was a big challenge. Theodore Judah was determined to find a place for such a crossing. He
explored and surveyed the Sierras and  finally discovered a route for the railroad in 1860. Building in this
location would require bridges, tunnels, and crossing a mountain summit of 7,000 feet. Judah lobbied the
Federal Government in Washington to help build the railroad, with no success. States argued over the
route a railroad should take because of questions about slavery and a possible Civil War. When Judah
failed to enlist the government's help, he went to a group of merchants and convinced them to sponsor his
route. The group included Leland Stanford, Mark Hopkins, Collis Huntington, and Charles Crocker.
These four men are now known as the Big Four, for their role in building the transcontinental railroad.
Stanford also became a governor of California. The Big Four first met with Judah to talk about the
railroad at the hardware store Huntington and Hopkins owned in Sacramento. In 1861, the group
incorporated the Central Pacific Railroad (CPRR).  

Once Judah had lined up investors for his ideas, the government changed its mind. In 1862, President
Lincoln signed the Pacific Railroad Act to officially support the building of the transcontinental railroad.
In 1863, the first rail was laid in Sacramento for the construction of the Central Pacific. Also that year, the
Gov. Stanford locomotive, known as Central Pacific No. 1 (and later Southern Pacific No. 3), was placed
into service.  

The Big Four were often criticized for their business dealings. Because they were paid thousands of
dollars more per mile for railroad track that went over the mountains, they had geologists make false
reports stating that the Sierra Nevada mountains began much closer to Sacramento than they actually did.
Judah disagreed with his partners about such tactics and hoped to buy them out. Unfortunately, he did not
even live long enough to see the railroad completed, dying from malaria that he caught in Panama. 

To build railroad tracks across the mountains, the CPRR hired thousands of Chinese laborers, some who
had worked in mines and others that were brought in from China. The transcontinental railroad was
finally completed in 1869, with the joining of track from the Central Pacific from the west and the Union
Pacific from the east. A ceremony was held at Promontory Point Utah on May 13, 1869. Two days later,
regular service began between Sacramento and Omaha, Nebraska. 
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Other railroads soon began to develop in California, including the Western Pacific Railroad, which began
service to Stockton and San Jose in 1869.  In 1870, the Big Four began building another transcontinental
railroad to New Orleans, through Southern California. This line was called the Southern Pacific Railroad.
The Big Four eventually bought the Western Pacific Railroad, the Yuba Railroad, the California and
Oregon Railroad, the California Central Railroad, and many others. They created the Southern Pacific
Company in 1884. In 1885, the Southern Pacific Railroad and Central Pacific Railroad leased their
holdings to the Southern Pacific Company. Passenger service to Salt Lake City began in 1910, with the
Western Pacific Railway. 

Early locomotives were powered by steam, created by burning wood or coal. Later trains ran on diesel
fuel. Diesel engines began to be used in the 1930s and to replace steam in the 1940s. For a brief time, in
the early part of the 20th century, electric railways also were an important means of transportation in
California. Some of the electric railways carried passengers within cities, while others traveled between
cities such as Marysville and Chico. 

Building and taking care of railroad engines, cars, and tracks was a big job. Many people worked in the
Sacramento railroad shops, built in 1868 to support the Central Pacific and later the Southern Pacific.
During its heyday, the railroads employed as many as one third of all workers in Sacramento. 

The Central Pacific station was built on the Sacramento waterfront. From 1879 through the early 1920s,
passengers of both the Central and Southern Pacific Railroad used this station.  In 1926, a new passenger
station was built for the Southern Pacific.

********
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act iv i ty  sheet  6                                             ht tp : / /www.sacramentohis tory.org

THE RAILROAD COMES TO SACRAMENTO

I .  Rai l road Puzzle: Which Is  Which?
Find each pair of  images in the database,  using the keyword and advanced
searches.  Write  an a or b in the blank to identify which picture is  which.

Which shows Crockers  Store?

Which is  the Stanford Warehouse?

Which is  the C.P.  Huntington?

Which is  the Gov.  Stanford?

Which shows a  Western Pacif ic
menu?

Which is  a  Central  Pacif ic
t imetable?

Which is  the Central  Pacif ic
rai l road s ta t ion bui l t  in  1879?

Which is  Fair  Oaks Bridge Depot?

6-7
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2.

3.
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a.

a.

a.

a. b.

b.

b.

b.
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act iv i ty  sheet  6    
THE RAILROAD COMES TO SACRAMENTO

I .  Rai l road Puzzle: Which Is  Which?
Find each pair of  images in the database,  using the keyword and advanced
searches.  Write  an a or b in the blank to identify which picture is  which.

Which shows Crockers  Store?

      a          

Which is  the Stanford Warehouse?

      b          

Which is  the C.P.  Huntington?

      b          

Which is  the Gov.  Stanford?

      a          

Which shows a  Western Pacif ic
menu?

     b          

Which is  a  Central  Pacif ic
t imetable?

      a          

Which is  the Central  Pacif ic
rai l road s ta t ion bui l t  in  1879?

       a         

Which is  Fair  Oaks Bridge Depot?

       b         

1 .

2 .

3 .

4 .

a .

a .

a .

a. b.

b.

b.

b.
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lesson 7 Transportat ion
AUTOMOBILES IN THE SACRAMENTO VALLEY

OVERVIEW
This  lesson provides  an overview of  the development  of  roads and the introduct ion
of  automobiles ,  f rom the la te  nineteenth century through 1929.  You can view or  pr int
most  s ingle  images direct ly  as  a  JPEG f i le .  However,  some documents  are  in  Adobe
Acrobat  PDF format  and must  be viewed or  pr inted with Acrobat  Reader.  
In  Lesson 7,  s tudents  use the Sacramento History Online database at
ht tp: / /www.sacramentohis tory.org.

STUDENT OBJECTIVES
1.  Compare and contrast  dr iving condi t ions (roads and automobiles)  in  the ear ly  
20th century.
2.  Use the SHO database to  f ind specif ic  his tor ical  information.

CALIFORNIA HISTORY STANDARDS
4.4.4,  4 .4 .6  California’s  r ise  as  an agricultural  and industrial  power

BACKGROUND ARTICLE 7 
Automobiles  in the Sacramento Valley  (page 7-5)

STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET 7 AND KEY
Automobiles   (pages 7-7 and 7-8)

DOCUMENTS TO DISCUSS
The documents  below provide examples  re la ted to  automobiles .  
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2.  Scrapbook on
Sacramento
bicycl ing and
motorcycl ing
[1911-1924]   
Includes photographs,
ephemera,  and related
publ ished mater ia l
documenting the
act ivi t ies  of  the Capi tol
City Wheelmen and
other  organizat ions.
Also contains  mater ia l
on bicycle  and
motorcycle  racing in
Sacramento.  For more
images from the
scrapbook,  use the SHO
database.

1.  Photographic
print  of  two cars on
a muddy dirt  road
[ca .  1910]     
View of  two cars
t ravel ing down a rut ted
and muddy dir t  road in
the country.
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INSTRUCTIONS
1.  Pr int  any of  the images and PDF f i les  shown above that  you wil l  use in  your
discussion,  as  wel l  as  Student Activity Sheet  and Key 7 .  (Label  the images above
by their  number to  ident i fy  them in the instruct ions) .

2 .  Read Background Article  7 .  Read i t  to  your  s tudents  or  pr int  i t  and have them
read i t  themselves .  Discuss  any quest ions that  they may have.

3.  Show and discuss Document 1,  Photographic print  of  two cars on a muddy dirt
road .  Ask s tudents  to  descr ibe the photo.  How old do they think the image is?  
(ca.  1910)  Ask the s tudents  to  compare the road in  the picture  to  modern roads.
Why do they think roads were so bad at  that  t ime?

4.  The role  of  the Wheelmen is  descr ibed in  Background Article  7 .  There are  many
items in  the database related to  Document 2,  Scrapbook on Sacramento bicycl ing
and motorcycl ing .  These i tems include a  var ie ty  of  ephemera such as  posters  and
t ickets  for  automobile  and motorcycle  races  sponsored by the Wheelmen and s imilar
groups.  Choose several  documents  to  show and discuss .   

5 .  In  the ear ly  days of  automobile  t ravel ,  there  was much interest  in  racing and in
set t ing cross-country dr iving records.  In  1909,  Alice Ramsey became the f i rs t
woman to  complete  a  coast- to-coast  dr iving t r ip .  Document 3,  Cross-Country Road
Trip shows Amanda Preuss ,  a  Sacramento woman who t raveled cross-country on the
Lincoln Highway from San Francisco to  New York.  An ar t ic le  in  the Sacramento Bee
(Aug 3,  1916)  notes ,  This  young woman wil l  have as  her  companions two inanimate
fr iends,  a  .38 cal iber  revolver  and a .22 cal iber  r i f le .  She is  an expert  shot  and an
expert  driver,  and is  out  for  a  record,  which wil l  s tand for  some t ime in  a  cross-
cont inent  tr ip . Successful  in  her  goal ,  she made the t r ip  in  11 days and 5 hours ,
beat ing the previous women’s  record by 18 hours .   
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4.  Automobile  ads
Your Protect ion
magazine [1919]
Art ic les  and
advert isements ,
including several  about
the S.S.  Albright
automobile  company.

3.  Cross-Country
Road Trip 
[1916]  
Amanda Preuss  removes
a bol t  f rom the r im of
her  Oldsmobile  t i re .
Par t  of  a  cross-country
road t r ip  a long the
Lincoln Highway.

6.  Causeway over
Yolo Basin between
Sacramento and
Davis ,  California 
[ca .  1920]     
View of  the Yolo
Causeway with two cars
and wagon.

5.  Wil lows Union
School  Bus
[ca .  1923]
Side view of  school  bus
parked in  f ront  of  palm
trees ,  s ta te  capi tol
bui lding in  dis tance;
designed and bui l t  by
S.S.  Albright  Co.



To train for  the task,  Preuss  drove from 50 to  100 miles  a  day,  so as  to  be in  physical
tr im .  Upon her  re turn,  the Bee reported This  was her  vacat ion.  She did i t  for  the fun
of  the thing and to  demonstrate  that  a  gir l  could go i t  a lone across  the United States
in perfect  safety,  make good t ime with ease and certainty .  (Aug 21,  1916)  Discuss
how making such a  t r ip  in  1916 would be different  f rom doing so today.   

6 .  Document 4,  Automobile  ads.  Your Protect ion magazine .  This  magazine has  a
var ie ty  of  ar t ic les  and images related to  the automobile  business  of  S.S.  Albright ,
including a  descr ipt ion of  his  company’s  factory and manufactur ing process .  I t  a lso
notes  that  a  customer could help design customized features  for  his  or  her  car,  which
used a  Ford body as  a  base.  Download the PDF f i le  and dupl icate  pages as  desired.
You may want  to  have small  groups each report  on what  they learn from an
individual  page.  Also see the col lect ion of  Albright  images in  the SHO database by
using the keyword Albright .  Why do s tudents  think that  this  company did not  las t?

7.  Document 5,  Wil lows Union School  Bus .  One of  the Albright  vehicles  featured is
this  school  bus.  Ask s tudents  to  compare and contrast  i t  to  buses  that  they see today
and to  the wagon carrying chi ldren,  included in  Lesson 4.

8.  Document 6,  Causeway over Yolo Basin between Sacramento and Davis ,
California .  Ask i f  any s tudents  have crossed over  this  causeway near  Sacramento.    
Ask why the causeway needed to  be elevated.  To see the engineer ing feat  involved,
look in  the SHO database for  addi t ional  images of  the Yolo Causeway construct ion,
using the keywords Yolo Causeway .

9 .  Search the Sacramento History Online database
(http: / /www.sacramentohis tory.org) together  using the keyword and advanced
searches,  or  le t  s tudents  explore  the database independent ly.  What  different  types of
cars  and t rucks can they discover? How many of  the companies  represented s t i l l
exis t  today? (Ford,  Dodge,  Oldsmobile ,  possibly  others)

10.  Give s tudents  Activity Sheet  7:   Automobiles  (page 7-7) .  After  they have
completed the act ivi ty,  discuss  their  answers  as  a  group.

FOLLOW-UP
1.  Learn more about Amanda Preuss or Alice Ramsey and wri te  a  report  about  her
t r ip .  Read a  book or  account  f rom someone who t raveled the route .  See the
References and Resources and Related Links below.

2.  Find a map that  shows the route of  the Lincoln Highway .  Did i t  pass  through or
near  your  hometown?  Read more about  how i t  s tar ted.

3.  Find the Yolo Causeway on a map .  What  issues  have to  be considered today in
bui lding a  new highway?
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REFERENCES AND RESOURCES
Anderson,  M.E.   Link across  America:  A story of  the Historic  Lincoln Highway.

1997.  ( juveni le)
Brown,  D.   Alice Ramsey’s  grand adventure.   Houghton Miff l in ,  1997.  ( juveni le)
Amanda Preuss [begins  cross-country t r ip] .  Sacramento Bee .  Aug 3,  1916.   p .  13.
Amanda Preuss [completes  cross-country t r ip] .  Sacramento Bee .  Aug 21,  1916.   p .  3 .
Rusch Hyat t ,  P.   Coast  to  coast  wi th  Al ice .   Carolrhoda Books,  1997.   ( juveni le)
Crabb,  R.  Birth of  a  giant: The men and incidents  that  gave America the motorcar.

Chil ton Book Company,  1969.
Hokanson,  D.   The Lincoln Highway:  Main s treet  across  America .   Iowa City:

Universi ty  of  Iowa Press ,  1988.
Hunt ,  R.D.  and Arent ,  W.S.   Oxcart  to  airplane .   Los Angeles ,  CA: Powell

Publ ishing Co. ,  1929.
Mason,  P.   A history of  American roads .   Chicago:  Rand McNally and Company,

1967.
McConnel l ,  C.   A rel iable  car,  and a woman who knows i t . McFarland Publ ishers ,

Inc. ,  2000.

RELATED LINKS
Henry Ford Museum
(www.hfmgv.org/col lect ions/Collect ions/ t ransportat ion.asp)

The Lincoln Highway Associat ion
(ht tp: / /www.l incolnhighwayassoc.org/)

Lincoln Highway Adventures:   Links
(ht tp: / /about . l incolnhwy.net)

Transitpeople
(ht tp: / /www.transi tpeople .org/ lesson/ t rancovr.shtml)
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background 7     AUTOMOBILES IN THE SACRAMENTO VALLEY

For the f i rs t  50 years  that  Cal i fornia  was a  s ta te ,  most  people
traveled by foot ,  horse ,  wagon,  boat ,  or  t ra in .  Around the turn of
the 20th century,  the automobile  became increasingly important .
In  1904,  there  were 27 automobiles  regis tered in  Sacramento.  The
use of  the automobile  spread quickly,  causing rapid changes in
the s ta te’s  economy and landscape.  

Automobile  t ravel  was not  easy in  i ts  ear ly  years .  An automobile  r ide was of ten
noisy,  rough,  and dir ty.  I t  was very common to have a  f la t  t i re  or  to  get  s tuck in  the
mud.   The few roads that  exis ted were poorly maintained.  Most  had been designed
for  wagon use and were of ten too narrow and s teep for  cars .   Even in  the ci t ies ,
t raff ic  moved s lowly.  Streets  and intersect ions had not  been planned for
automobiles ,  and horses  and wagons did not  a lways mix wel l  with car  t raff ic .
Traff ic  regulat ions developed s lowly,  and accidents  were frequent .

In  the la te  1800s,  the American road system was local ly  managed,  and l i t t le  publ ic ,
federal ,  or  s ta te  a id  was provided to  support  highways.  For  many years ,  s ta tute  labor
was used,  which meant  that  taxpayers  (usual ly  men)  had to  work two days a  year
bui lding roads.  Many people  a lso bel ieved that  bui lding roads did not  require  any
special  t ra ining or  ski l l .  Because many ci t izens were not  happy with the condi t ion of
roads at  the end of  the 1800s,  a  reform movement  grew,  made up of  var ious groups
such as  carr iage makers .  

The f i rs t  bicycles ,  developed in  the 1870s,  had very high front  wheels .  After  the
introduct ion of  the safety  bicycle ,  bicycl ing became a  popular  past ime.  The League
of  American Wheelmen was a  group of  bicycle  r iders ,  es tabl ished in  1880 on the east
coast .  They were interested in  the r ights  of  cycl is ts  and also began to  hold bicycle
races  and tours .  

I t  was the Wheelmen that  may have had the biggest  impact  on road improvement
between 1885 and 1905.  Members  of  the League establ ished a  Nat ional  Commit tee
for  the Improvement  of  Highways,  promoting the need for  good roads through
art ic les ,  meet ings,  and convent ions.  Their  work was the s tar t  of  what  was known as
the Good Roads movement .  Through such effor ts ,  the  government  began to  pay
at tent ion to  road construct ion.  Eventual ly,  s ta tes  used taxes  instead of  s ta tute  labor
to support  highway construct ion,  and,  in  1916,  Congress  enacted the Federal
Highway Act  to  provide more money for  roads.   

Members  of  the League establ ished a  Nat ional  Commit tee  for  the Improvement  of
Highways,  promoting the need for  good roads through ar t ic les ,  meet ings,  and
convent ions.  Their  work was the s tar t  of  what  was known as  the Good Roads
movement .  Through such effor ts ,  the  government  began to  pay at tent ion to  road
construct ion.  Eventual ly,  s ta tes  used taxes  instead of  s ta tute  labor  to  support
highway construct ion,  and,  in  1916,  Congress  enacted the Federal  Highway Act  to
provide more money for  roads.  
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Like the horse-drawn vehicles  before  them, the f i rs t  automobiles  were hand-bui l t .
The process  was improved when auto makers  began to  use interchangeable  par ts  and
the moving assembly l ine,  where workers  did the same task,  and the automobiles
were moved to  their  work locat ion.  

Advert isements  in  Sacramento in  the ear ly  years  l is t  several  automobile
manufacturers  and dealers .  One such manufacturer  was S.S.  Albright ,  who began his
career  as  a  wagon maker  in  1909.  By 1916,  he had moved to  a  new factory,  where he
produced a  var ie ty  of  automobiles  for  several  years .  

Early in  the 20th century,  some people  dreamed of  a  cross-country highway for
automobile  t ravel .  In  1912,  Carl  Fisher  proposed bui lding such a  road,  which would
become known as  the Lincoln Highway.  He dreamed of  complet ing the highway so
that  t ravelers  could dr ive from New York to  San Francisco on a  paved road,  to  a t tend
the Panama-Pacif ic  Internat ional  Exposi t ion in  San Francisco in  1915.  Although the
highway wasn ' t  ready in  t ime for  the Exposi t ion and was s t i l l  not  completely paved
even af ter  10 years ,  the Lincoln Highway Associat ion cont inued to  col lect  donat ions
to support  road improvements  unt i l  1928.

In the ear ly  days of  Sacramento,  people  t raveled to  San Francisco pr imari ly  by
riverboat  and la ter  by t ra in .  The Sacramento River  Del ta  region was marshy,
swampy,  and hard to  t raverse  by wagon.  In  1916,  the Yolo Causeway was bui l t  to
connect  Sacramento and Davis  with a  good highway.  I t  was a  sect ion of  the or iginal
Lincoln Highway route .  Today,  this  causeway is  now part  of  Highway 80,  the major
automobile  l ink between San Francisco and Sacramento.  

********
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act iv i ty  sheet  7                                             ht tp : / /www.sacramentohis tory.org
AUTOMOBILES

I .  Match the Automobi les
Find the image using the keyword search.  Put the correct  letter by the name
of each car.  Write  the date of  the image in the space after its  name.

image automobi le date

1.    Baker Electric  car

2.    First  Ford in Sacramento

3.  Albright  roadster

4.  Albright  convertible        

I I .  Choose Your Favori te  Albr ight  Auto
Use the keyword Albright to  look at  other Albright  autos onl ine.  Pretend that  
you are going to buy an Albright  automobile .  Which model  do you l ike best? 
Print  i ts  type ( included in the entry t i t le)  and i ts  date below:

Auto Type Date 

Why do you l ike i t  best?

How is  i t  different  from a modern car? 

How is  i t  the same?  

BONUS:  Make an ad for the automobile  you l ike best  on the back of  this  paper
or on a separate sheet .  Include a picture of  i t  and why someone should buy i t .
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act iv i ty  sheet  7    
AUTOMOBILES

I .  Match the Automobi les
Find the image using the keyword search.  Put the correct  letter by the name
of each car.  Write  the date of  the image in the space after its  name.

image automobi le date

     c    1.    Baker Electric  car                  1914                           

     a    2.    First  Ford in Sacramento                 ca.  1903                       

     b    3.  Albright  convertible                        ca.  1923                       

     d    4.  Albright  roadster                ca.  1919                       

I I .  Choose Your Favori te  Albr ight  Auto
Use the keyword Albright to  look at  other Albright  autos onl ine.  Pretend that  
you are going to buy an Albright  automobile .  Which model  do you l ike best? 
Print  i ts  type ( included in the entry t i t le)  and i ts  date below:

Auto Type answers wil l  vary Date 

Why do you l ike i t  best?

How is  i t  different  from a modern car? 

How is  i t  the same?  

BONUS:  Make an ad for the automobile  you l ike best  on the back of  this  paper
or on a separate sheet .  Include a picture of  i t  and why someone should buy i t .
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lesson 8 Transportat ion
INTRODUCING THE TRANSPORTATION GAME

OVERVIEW
This  lesson helps  re inforce s tudent  learning related to  the his tory of  t ransportat ion
in Sacramento.  The two documents  noted below are  in  Adobe Acrobat  PDF format
and must  be viewed or  pr inted with Acrobat  Reader.  In  Lesson 8,  s tudents  play the
Transportat ion Game (under GAMES at  ht tp: / /www.sacramentohis tory.org) .  To play
the game,  you must  have a current  Flash Player  (6 .0  or  higher) .

STUDENT OBJECTIVES
1.  Apply knowledge of  t ransportat ion and Sacramento’s  role  as  a  t ransportat ion hub.
2.  Complete  the t ransportat ion uni t  with an enter ta ining f inal  act ivi ty.

CALIFORNIA HISTORY STANDARDS
4.1.3 -  4 .1 .5  Physical  and human geographic features that  def ine places  and
regions in California
4.4.1 -  4 .4 .4  California’s  r ise  as  an agricultural  and industrial  power

STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET 8 AND KEY
My Transportation Journal   (pages 8-3 and 8-4)

DOCUMENTS TO DISCUSS

The documents  below
provide background
information related to
the game.  

INSTRUCTIONS
1.  Pr int  Student Activity Sheet  and Key 8.  

2.  In  this  act ivi ty,  s tudents  play the Transport ion Game at
http: / /www.sacramentohis tory.org .  (Choose Transportat ion Game f rom the GAMES
menu at  the top of  the screen) .
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2.  California
Transportation
Company brochure 
[ca .  1915]
Advert ises  water  t ravel
with the s teamers  Fort
Sut ter,  Capital  Ci ty ,  Pride
of  the River ,  and Is le ton ,
and rai l  connect ions with
the Northern Electr ic
Rai lway and the
Sacramento and Woodland
Railroad.   Includes
descr ipt ions,  fares ,
diagrams,  and t imetables .
(PDF fi le ,  1  MB)

1.  Sacramento
souvenir guide
[1911]       
I l lustrated pamphlet
with t imetables  for
t ra ins ,  s teamboats ,  and
stagecoaches;  includes
general  information
about  Sacramento and
points  of  interest  for
vis i tors  and touris ts .
Contains  numerous
advert isements  for
Sacramento businesses .
(NOTE: Large PDF
File ,  8 .8  MB)

http://www.sacramentohistory.org
http://www.sacramentohistory.org


3.  Before playing the game,  you may want  to  review and pr int  the two PDF fi les
above.  Document 1 is  a  souvenir  guide from 1911,  which provides  addi t ional
background about  Sacramento at  that  t ime. (NOTE: This  is  a  very large f i le  (8 .8
MB) but  contains interest ing information) .  Document 2 is  a  smaller  brochure with
more detai ls  about  several  s teamers  that  wil l  be  mentioned in  the game.

4.  In  the game,  s tudents  wil l  take an imaginary t r ip  f rom San Francisco to
Sacramento in  1916.  Transportat ion,  topics ,  and locat ions include the fol lowing:

a .  Panama-Pacif ic  Internat ional  Exposi t ion
b.  San Francisco wharf  (Pack your  t runk)
c.  Steamers  Pride of  the River and Capital  Ci ty

Students  who choose the Capital  Ci ty read a  s tory about  the s teamer Senator .
Students  who choose the Pride of  the River  make a  s top on the r iver.  

d .  Sacramento docks
e.  Southern Pacif ic  Train Depot  (choose t ra in  to  go east)
f .  Electr ic  t ra in  to  Joyland at  Oak Park
g.  Automobile  r ide (Lincoln Highway,  Yolo Causeway,  Amanda Preuss)
h.  Locomotive crash spectacle  a t  the State  Fair      

5 .   At  e ight  points ,  s tudents  can view a postcard:
a .  C. P.  Huntington locomotive
b.  Steamers  Pride of  the River or  Capital  Ci ty
c.  Sacramento River  scene
d.  I Street  Bridge
e.  Southern Pacif ic  Depot
f .  Miniature  Rai lway at  Oak Park (Joyland)
g.  Auto r ide
h.  Locomotive crash

6.  Before s tudents  play the game,  give each s tudent
Activity Sheet  8:  My Transportation Journal  
(page 8-3) to  record information at  each point  in  
their  journey.  At  the end of  the game,  s tudents  f i l l  
in  the blanks by dragging a  small  image of  each
postcard to  the proper  sentence.  The sentences match
those on Act ivi ty  Sheet  8 .

FOLLOW-UP
1.  At  the end of  the game,  s tudents  may pr int  any of  the eight  postcards .  These
postcards  can be folded,  s t rengthened with cardboard,  and glued.  Have s tudents
choose their  favori te  card and wri te  a  message to  a  f r iend descr ibing one of  the
things they experienced on their  imaginary t r ip .  (NOTE: On Internet  Explorer
Browsers ,  you may need to  select  Print  Wide Pages for  the cards  to  pr int  a t  their
correct  s ize  of  4   x  6  inches.  With some other  browsers ,  you may need to  expand the
document  s ize) .

2 .   Have s tudents  create  a  mural  showing t ransportat ion in  the Sacramento area at
three different  t ime per iods and how i t  changed over  t ime.  (1850,  1880,  and 1920)
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act iv i ty  sheet  8
choose Transportation Game f rom GAMES at  ht tp : / /www.sacramentohis tory.org .
Fil l  in the blanks in your journal  as  you play the Transportation Game.   
Use i t  to  help you f ind the correct  postcards at  the end of  the game.

8-3

M Y T R A N S P O R T A T I O N J O U R N A L

1.  At the Panama-Pacific International Exposition, I was surprised

to see how small the was.

2. To make the trip to Sacramento, I chose the 

. 

3. A postcard of the Sacramento 

will help me to remember my Delta trip.

4. After I landed in Sacramento, I saw the new 

when I looked north.

5. In Sacramento, I went to the 

to decide how to continue my journey east.

6. The Giant Racer was scarier, but I still liked a postcard

that showed the  .

7. I went on a ride in a brand new 

to see the Yolo Causeway.

8. At the State Fair, they staged an exciting 

.

http://www.sacramentohistory.org


act iv i ty  sheet  8
choose Transportation Game f rom GAMES at  ht tp : / /www.sacramentohis tory.org .
Fil l  in the blanks in your journal  as  you play the Transportation Game.   
Use i t  to  help you f ind the correct  postcards at  the end of  the game.

KKKKEEEEYYYY

M Y T R A N S P O R T A T I O N J O U R N A L

1.  At the Panama-Pacific International Exposition, I was surprised

to see how small the C.P. Huntington,  locomotive was.

2. To make the trip to Sacramento, I chose the

Pride of the River  or Capital City,  steamboat .

3. A postcard of the Sacramento River

will help me to remember my Delta trip.

4. After I landed in Sacramento, I saw the new 

I Street Bridge when I looked north.

5. In Sacramento, I went to the Southern Pacific Depot   

or station     to decide how to continue my journey east.

6. The Giant Racer was scarier, but I still liked a postcard

that showed the Miniature Railway at Oak Park .

7. I went on a ride in a brand new automobile .

to see the Yolo Causeway.

8. At the State Fair, they staged an exciting 

locomotive crash .
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